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| | TO THE 
QUEEN DOWAGER: 


M avD 4 M, 

T is not only the Honor T have of being in your 
| & Majcſtics fervies ever ſince your firſt Acceſſion 
tothe Crown of theſe Realms, which gives Me 

the Boldneſsto lay this little Offering at your Roy- 
al Feet: But the Book it ſelf brings along with it 
ſo many good qualities, which will Recommend 
it to your Majeſtics peruſal, that I thought I could 
do noleſs, Forit contains the moſt excellent ſub- 
JeR, and that which lies neareſt your Royal Heart, 
the Do@cin of the Catholic Church: and this ſo 
clearly deduced, and evinced, that I dare ſay, it 
$hines no where brighter except in your Majeſties 

+ Life and Example, Eccleſiaſtical Writers only 
draw the Lines, while the Lives of good Chriſtians 
lay on the Colors : And tho' all the Glory of the 
Kings Daughter be from within, yet all the Beauty 
which charms the Eye, - and renders the Church 

. as Lovely, as she is Holy, is from without, in the 
Þ Piety of her Children, eſpecially of Queens ; ſo 
d | A 2 that 


To the Queen Dowager. 


that this. Theory added to your Majeſties Praffic 
mutually Illuſtrating each other, I am perſuaded 
ſufficient to convince the moſt obſtinate of the re, 
ſonableneſs of our Service, on the one hand ; and o 
the other, to force this Confeſſion from the mo! 
Prejudic'd, that ſuch an eminent, uninterrupte 
courle of Devotion andevery good work, canno 
be inſpir'd or maintain'd, but by a Religion pure an, 
andefiled, and guiltleſs of-all thoſe Blemishes whicl 
the Ignorant andMalicions caſt upon it. Where: 
fore, by preſenting this Book to your Majeſty, I da 
a Duty to Religion, and an A& of Juſtice to the 
learned Author, by ſetting his Do&rin in the nic 


eſt Light. But your Majeſty hasa Title toit whic 
1s incommunicable, and which you will eſteem the 
faireſt Flower in your Crown; it being read, and 
approv'd and highly commended by his late Maje- 
ſy of ever Bleſſed and Glorious Memory, and hav- 
ing lard the Foundation: of that Converſion of his 
to the Catholic Church, of which your Majeſty is 
ſo irrefragable a Witneſs, and which your Majeſty 
would look upon as the happieſt moment of your 
own Life as well as of His, had it not been fo near 
his Laſt. But if this Conſideration affords your 
Majeſty the greateſt ſubje& of Comfort, the viev 
of this Book will furnish You with as great an on- 


of Admiration ;, It calling to your Mind the ſecre. 
working: 


To the Queen Dowager. 
workings of Gods Providence, which forgets not 
to be Merciful, even when we lie under the ſcour- 
ges of his Diſfpleaſure. This Book fell into the 
Kings hands when almoſt all other were armed a- 
ainſt him: It was his faithful Companion, when 
all the World had deſerted him, but shewed that 
God had not. At that very time when the Power 
of Darkneſs prevailed, and began to overſpread 
three Kingdoms, Almighty God by the means of 
this Book made Light to shine out of Darkneſs, and 
began thus early to recompence his Temporal Ob- 
ſcurity m his retirement at Moſeley in Staffordshire, 
by Sowing in {is Heart the Seeds of an indeficient 
Light, which through all the Oppoſition of the 
three Enemies of Mankind, by the unwearied hand 
of Providence wrought themſelves at laſt into a 
perfe& Day. And as that Providence made me * 
an unworthy Inſtrament in preſerving the perſon 
of my Sovereign, (which | mention, not to Arro- 
gate any thing to my ſelf, for did no more than 
the Principles of my Religion, and Allegiance 
obliged me to) ſo it appointed me the Keeper of 
this Excellent Treatiſe, to which God gave ſuch 
an Admirable Increafe. And the ſame Reaſons 
which made me keep it ever ſince asa great Trea- 
ſure, have at length prevailed with me to make it 


public, that others may cnrich themſelves by it. 
Af- 


To the Queen Dowager. 

. After which Reſolution taken, I did fot long de- 
liberate to whom I should make the firſt Ten- 
der of it, it being your Majeſties in Right of 
the King : And as ſuch I lay it with my ſelf at 
your Sacred Feet, being 


M AD A M, 
Your Majeſties moſt Faithful moſt 
F1umble and moſt Obedient 
Subjet and Chaplain, 


Joan HuprEesToON. 


The 


The Publisher to the Reader, 


H O' this great in little Volume needs \ no other Recommendation 
than the bare Peruſal, nor the Writer of it other Encomium than 


his bare Name to give credit to both ; the Wark, it ſelf ennobling 
the Author, and the Author the Work.; yet to give each it's due 
weight, and let the Reader more clearly underſtand as well the Fruit by the 
Tree, 45 the Tree by the Fruit : Take here a fhort abſtratt-fuſt of the Authors 
Life, next of the Reaſons or Motives of this preſent Publication. Concern- 
ing the firfl, pleaſe to know the Book, was long ſince compoſed for the Medi- 
cinal Inſtruftion of 4 private friend, by my Uncle Mr, Rich, Hudlelton the 
Towngeſ# Son of Andrew Hudleſton of Farrington Hall in Lancaſhire, He 
was Rorn towards the end of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; when be arri- 
yed to the Tears of Maturity for Studies, he was ſent to Rhemes in France, 
where he became an exquiſit Proficient in Poetry and Rhetoric : from Rhemes he 
went to Rome, where he paſſed bis Schools of Philo/ophy and Divinity with an 
improvement propertionable to bis great Wit and Induſtry, Theſe Studies 
compleated, That he might effefually adyance 4s well in Piety 48 Learning, be ' 
entered into 4 Religious State, and was profeſſed at famous Mont- Cafiine, the firft 
Monaſtery founded by the Holy Patriarc St. Benedict in Italy. In this Holy 
Place he ſpent divers Tears in Solitude, Prayer, Reading the Scriptures, Coun- 
cils, Fathers, &c. In which Theory baying attained an Eminent degree of 
Perfedtion, at length, throughly qualified for an Apoftolick, Miſſioner be re- 
turned into England, Here like another St. Auguſtin endued with an Evans - 
gelical Spirit be exerted his Talents in Preaching, Teaching, Diſputing, and 
Reducing his flrayed Country-men to the Sheep-fold of Chriſt : And it pleaſed 
the Diyme Goodneſs to bleſs his endeavors, and ſecond his Words with extraor- 
dinary ſucceſs, In all 4s well publick, Debates, 4s private Conferences be ſlill 
came off 4 Conqueror ; inſomuch that many chief Families 4s thoſe of the 
Irelands, Watertons, Middletons, Traps's, Thimbelbyes, &c, in York- 
ſhire. Thoſe of the Preſtons, Andertons, Downs's, Straffords, Sherbourns}, 
Ingelbyes. &c. in Lancaſhire : With numberleſs others of all States and 
Conditions, owe next to God, their reſpeftive Reconciliations to this worthy Be- 
nedictine, But 1 do not pretend here to frame 4 Panegyric, it may ſuffice in 
ſhort to aver, That the Purity of his Life bore equal Meaſures with the Can- 
dor of his Dottrin; both unblemiſhed : And that after Thirty Tears of Faithful 
Labors in Chriſt's Vinyard, He reſted in Peace, leaving behind him .4 Sweet 
Odor of Vertus to all Poſterity, He Writ on ſeveral Occurences ſeveral Trea- 


tiſes, of which one is this ſmall but Fortunate Book, we now Publiſh ; For- 
tunate 


LAMBIOTDEIP TSA 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 
-tunate I ſay, in that (God ſo Ordaining) it became an occaſional Inflrument 
towards the Converſion of our late Sovereign Lord King Charles the Second, to 
the Faith and Unity of the Catholick, Church, 

To explain my ſelf in this matter ; The malignity of the times, and the Diſ- 
aſters enſuing thereupon for above theſe Forty Tears, have been too pernicions to 
be ſoon forgot. There are none ſo Ignorant who have not heard of the Defeat 
of bis late Majeſties Army by the Rebels at Worceſter, on the 3d of September, 
1651. Andof the then Preſervation of Hi Sacred Life and Perſon by the Care 
and Fidelity of his Catholic Subjets, of whom I acknowledg my ſelf the moſt 
unworthy, In this ſad Conjuntture it 34s, That the deſolate King after having 
been haraſſed to and fro, Night and Day in continual Fatigues and Perils, from 
Wedneſday the Day of the Battle till Sunday. following (the particulars of which 
are out of the Sphere of my preſent deſign to enlarge upon) at laſt found an Aſylum 
and Reſuge at Mr. Whitgrave's Houſe at Moſeley, whither Divine Providence, 
not long before, brought me, and where 1 had firfl the Honor of Attending upon 
him. During thus Retreat, whilft Mr,W hitgrave, bis Lady and Moiher, (who 
alone of all the Houſhold were Privy tothe Secret) were of ien buſied in watching 
and other diſcharges + their Duty towards his Accommodation and Safeguard, 
His Majeſty was pleaſed toentertain bimſelf for the moſt part with me in my Cham- 
ber, by peruſing ſeveral of my Books, amongſt others be took, up this orefont Trea- 
tiſe then a Manuſcript, lying on the Table of a Cloſet adjacent to my Chamber. 
Hereadit; He ſeriouſly conſidered it, and after mature deliberation fronounced 
this Sentence upon it, (viz. ) I have not ſeen any thing more Plain and Clear up- 
en this SubjeQt: The Arguments here drawn from Succeffion, are ſo conclu- 
five, I do not conceive how they can be denyed, Now that this was not any 
ſudden motion or ſuperficial Complement of his Majeſty, but the Produft of 4 
Real and Solid Conviftion, is manifeſt by the Tenor and-gravity of the words them- 
ſelves ; by the Papers found in his Cloſet after his Deceaſe under his own hand, 
which ſeem even to the yery manner of expreſſion to breath the ſame Spirit and Ge- 
nius with that of the Book : And laſily,by thoſe truly Chriſtian Catholic Reſolutions 
be took (albeit through frailty late) in diſpoſing himſelf for an happy departure out 
of this World by an entire Recomcilement to God and the Church. Fer this Cauſe 
I bave annexed to the cloſe of this Treatiſe as well the beforementioned Papers, as 
alſo a brief Account of what upon my own knowledg occured at bis Death in regard 
to Religion. 1f therefore eyincing Arguments, confirmed by the final Sentiments 
and Example of a King known as great in Tudgment as Dignity, may through the 
Influence of Divine Grace, be Preyalent: I have juſt Reaſon to hope this little 
Book will have the ſame effeft upon others as it had upon him. The ſole Mo- 
tpe of the Preſent Edition, , 


A 


| | 


Short and plain Way to the Faith and 
Church. 


ſerveth) :ho' he change his Work , alters not his Deſign ; Manu, Cap.r. 
baving from all Eternity decreed to bring Man to his 

final End and Happineſs by Obedience ; What he ef- 

ted not in the firſt 44am, he accompliſht in the Second ; whom 

made (6b) Author of Eternal Salvation to all that obey him, and ob- (Heb. 5. v 
ve his Law ; for God hath propoſed him « Propitiation by Faith, "— 


C. y 3. 25. 

2. therefore in his Eternal Providence, ordaining a lively 

Faith, as the chiefeft means whereby we are to work out our (por in Chriſt 
vation, he hath effentially implied in the exerciſe thereof, an Jeſus neither 
mble Subjefion and Obedience of our Underfianding to his reveal- Circumciſion, 
W:ll,1ſo as the very Act of Belief, is in Holy Scripture often tiled nor uncircum- 


) Obedience. ciſion availeth 

£3 any thing, but 
ith, which worketh by Charity, Gal. 5. v. 6. Without Faith it is impoſlible to pleaſe 
, Heb. 11.44. 6. All the Prophets witneſs that through his Name, all that believe in 
m ſhall receive Remiſſion of their Sins, 4#; 10,w%. 43. The juſt Man liyeth by Faith, 

.I. 4.17. (4) All obey not the Goſpel, Rom. 10.v. 16. Who hath bewitched you 
t to obey thetruth , Gal. 3.v; 1. If any Mari obey net the Word, 2 Theſ. 3. v. 14. Ye 
ve obey*d from your very heart unto the form of Doctrin, whereunto you are deliver'd, 
om. 6.%v. 7. mo CO unto them, &c. which obey not the Goſpel of our 
rd, 2 Theſſ. 1. v. 8. Who did let you, that you did not obey the Truth, Gal. 5. v. 7. 


3. Wherefore Great aſſuredly and dangerous is their miſtake, 
ho in the Myſteries of Chriftian Religion, deny or doubr, when 
e dim light of Natural Reaſon affords them no clear apprehen- 
on of the Object : Secing God in theſe affairs, (through the de- 
efit of our firſt (e) Tranſgrefſion) exaQteth from our Under- (4) geinp ;nor- 
ding, rather by « ſubmiſſive (f) Faith, to give aſſent, then by ginate affeta- 
he light of Natural Reaſon, to receive ſatisfaction. tion of knows» 
ledge, Gen. 3, 
. 5- You ſhall be as Gods, knawing Good and Evil. (f) Unleſs you believe, you 
Il not underſtand, If. 7. v.g. according to the Tranſlation of the Septuazine, Not 
uickneſs of Underſtanding, but ſimplicity of beliet maketh the people or vulgar ſort 


oft ſecure, Aug, contr. Epiſt, Fund. c. 4. 


a LMIGHTY God, who (as St. (s) Auguſtin well ob- (s) Aug. ia 


4+ For (o great is Mans inbred defire to know, and eyen inthe 
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2” A Short and Plain Way = 
State of Innocence, fo nearly bordering upon exceſs ; that thhd) 
(2) Gen. 3.9.5, crafty (g) Serpent thought it his beſt adyantage,to afſail us in that uſhoſe 
The Serpen» {atiable Appetite of Knowledge 3 our own inclination , ( naturalſþori! 
ſaid tothe wo- Prone thereunto) ſeeming to his malignant ſubtility the fitteſt Bhe 1: 
man,c.what 4/5 to draw us to his defign'd mark, our Everlaſting DeſtructionÞov 
day ſhall you all 
Eat thereot your Eyes ſhall be opened, and you ſhall be as Gods knowing Good at p) 
Evil, 2 Cor. 11. v. 3. But I fear, as the Serpent ſeduced Eve by his ſubtility ; So yol';7; 
Senſes may be corrupted, and you fall from that Simplicity which is in Feſ#s Chrilth,,;, 


be 


5. But the Wiſdom of our Heavenly Phyſician, perceiving i 

to ſurfeit on that forbidden fruit, contrived a Remedy oppoſite t 

the Diſeaſe, curing that excefhve deſire to know, by preſcribqhman 

abſtinence from curious ſearch of his Myſteries ; and in juſt piſs) 

The ſearch- niſhment of the Minds, Rebellion (+) captivating it to an obſgin | 

er of Majeſty quious belief of things not a ing and unſearchable: Thajof' 

ſhall be op- what Pride of Wit and Reaſon had loſt, might be regained, by a{ yet 
preſſed with humble Obecience of Faith ; and the Mind believing ſedfaſtl) 

Glory, Prov.- what it cannot uatpentutiag might berter ſatisfic for Rebe} an 


25. ve). 27. lious affeation of Knowledge. m4 
Search not 


ſo1 
things higher than thy reach, neither ſeek the things which are too mighty for the'] ha 
But what God hath commanded, think upon that with Reverence, and be nor ci gy 
rious in many of his Works, --- for it is not needful for thee to ſee with thine Eygl ye 
thoſe things that are hidden; for many things are ſhewed thee, aboye the Capacity ch 
of Men, and the medling with ſuch hath begailed many, and an Evil Opinion bath & 
deceived the Judgment, Eccl. 3. v. 21,22, 23, 24. (&) Bringing into Captivity th 
(thought) or Underſtanding to the Obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 19. v. 5. 


6. Wherefore God having ordained. (as before Iſaid) a ſupern 
(1) Heb.11.v.6. tural Faith, ſo abſolurely neceſſary to Salvation as without it (5)non{ 
K97. 3. v.25. can be ſaved, and furthermore(on his part)earneſtly defiring (k):hofj 1 
Atts 10. V. 43+ all ſhould be ſaved and come to the knowledge of the Truth ; his infinitY | 
Sce Numb. 2. Goodneſs and Providence, (/) (never forſaking his Creatures in nek | 
(k) 1 7". 2. ceflaries,) hath undoubtedly provided ſome (») aſſured way / 
1) To hem Means, by which all may ſufficiently know, and ſo obedient 
Co o do what Embrace ſaving Faith. 


they are able God denyeth not his aid, a common Axiom amongſt Divines. God woul 
have nonetoperiſh, but would have all men to come to Repentance, 2 Peter 3, a 
(») See If. 35. throughout, but particularly verſe 8. where Almighty God promileth 
that there ſhall be a path and way,zand it ſha!l be called the Holy Way, andit ſhall 
ſo direct or plain a way (tow) as even fools cannot err in it, 


(>) Faithis the 57, Which Faith, or ſupernatural Knowledge, being it ſelf (=) o/ 
Oar cure, and of things far tranſcending the Sphere of human capacity 
ram 0 . 

for, the Crmntobuc ofthings not appearing, Heb. 11.w. 1. Weſee now as by 2 glaſs in 
dark ſort, but then face to face; now I kgow in part, but then 1 ſhall know, as1 am 
known, I. Cor, 13, v.12, a 


hl 
| 


to the Faith and Church. 


Z 
id yet by Divine Ordinance to be obtained by (o) Hearing, it fol- [o) Row. ro. 
»weth neceſſarily, that there muſt be ſome (to us certainly known How ſhallthey 
that thhd) undoubted (p) Authority, which may deliver as from God RN pr 
2 that uſhoſe things wherein he thus exaQteth our Belief, upon which Au- Þ _ cn 
naturalſþerity, as upon a certain Ground, or Bafis, while we rely, we may p2Y* 307 care: 


fitteſt Bee raiſed = the neceflary knowledge, love and ſervice of his > 4 


ructionBovereign Majeſty. Preacker? how 
Gaal of all they preach unleſs they be ſent? & c. wer, 14, 15. Then Faith is by hearing, &. v.17. 
'S a7, See this provet at large, Numb. 14, following; *If Gods Providence goveru human 
p Ch YO affairs, faith St. Aug. we muſt not deſpair or doubt, but that he hath ordained ſome cer- 
7 GAriltS rain Authority, upon Which ſtaying our ſelyes, as upon a Certain ground or ſtep, we may 
Ku be lifted up to God, Ang. wiilis. Credendi. 
lving | 
polite 4 8. Now this Authority muſt neither be divine only, nor only bus 
eſcribeqþnan; but human inſpired by God : Not only human, in regard of the 
juſt pg) Weakneſs, Ignorance and Error of Mans Underſtanding,even [,) prror & 
n obſgin things natural and of inferior Alloy : Whereas the knowledge tenebrz Pecca- 
wal of that wy —_— muſt be cer14in and infallible; of matters hea- toribus concre» 
» Dy aJyenly and {upernatural. ata ſunt, Eccli. 
dfaſtl F c. 11.16, Error 
Rebef and darkneſs had their beginning together with ſinners. For the thoughts of mortal 
men are fearful, and our are uncertain, becauſe & corruptible Body is burthen- 
ſom to the Soul, and the earthiy Manfion prefleth down the-----mnd that is full of cares; 
Tr the'f hardly can we diſcern the things that are upon Earth, and with great labor find we 
Or Ci out the things, that are before us; but who can ſeek out the things that are in Hea- 
© Eyd yen; or whocan know thy Counſel (O God) except thou give him Wiſdom, and ſend 
apacty thy Holy Spirit from above? for ſo the ways of them that are upon Earth are made 
n batf freight, and Men are taught the things that are pleaſing unto thee, and are preſerved 
| through thy Wiſdom, Sp. 9. v. 13+ 14, ©'c. If. 49. v.13- Rem 11. v.29. I Cor. 2.9.16. 
See the Book of Wiſdom, Prot, Tranſlation, in the places mentioned. 


ern 9, Neither muſt it be Divine alove withour the Miniſtry of Hu- 

nong ,zan Authority, appointed to that end by God ; in regard his inknite Rh 

):ha Wiſdom doth not ordinarily (r) teach us the Myſteries of Faith, (*) This is pro- 
nitY in that manner ; as appeareth by the Law, Prophets , and Goſpel, ved at large by 


LNCS throughout ; ſo expounded as to this particular, eyen by our Ad- — te _ 


Y 'F verlaries. tpn 
flran Doffrin, both by Reaſon and Divine Authority : Where he thus concludeth; © How 
« ſhould it be true which is ſaid, The Temple of Ged is Holy, which you are, if God would 
oul «pronounce, and give no anſwer from this Temple, but all which Men ſhould learn he 
Je off « would deliver from Heayen or by Angels? This Truth is alſo exprelly confeſſed and 
ethy taught by Calvin, Inft. lib, 4. cap. 1. ſeff. 5, Where he ſays, © We ſee that God who could 
lt * in a moment perfect his Ele&, would notwithſtanding that they ſhould not grow to 
* their full ttrength, but by Education of the Church, &c, For this purpoſe it was his 

| « Will, that in times paſt there ſhould be ſacred Metings at the Sanctuary, that the Do-= 
0% * trins pronounced by the Mouth of the Prieſt, might nourifh or increaſe the Conſent 
ty © or Unity of Faith, &'c, aud as he did notſend them before the Goſpel, to learn of An- 
« pels, but raiſed them Teachers from the Karth, _ might truly perform that Ange- 
2 © lical 
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* words! won- go : Secondly, it expreſſeth not all matters of Faith, as, What 


' Numb.12 4nd termin, all their Controyerlics ; but Scripture alone is not able 


- —— a——_ 
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A Short and Plain Way 
* lical Funftionz So his Will is at this day, that we ſhould teach in a mannef agreeab/ 
*to Mans Nature; and as formerly. he was not content with the Law alone, but ad 
« ded Prieſts, Interpreters, from whom the people might inquire, or receive the Sen; 
*or meaning thereof; So in theſe times alſu. Thus Calvin, And Biſhvp Bancroft, in 
his Sermon preached the 87h of February, faith * God hath bound himſelf to his Church 
* of purpoſe, that Men by her good dire&ion might in matters of doubt be relieved, 


10. To what may be objeted, I/s. 54. v. 13. Al ſhall be taught 
of Go4; and Jerem. 31. v. 34 Every one ſhall no more Teach his Neigh 
bour, &c. Weaniſwer briefly ; it is the manner of Holy Scripture 
in ſuch things as are principally wrought by God, to ſpeak as if 
he alone wrought them, without Mean: or Inſtrument, that all Glory 
may be given to him alone, who imparts to the Inſtrument it 
force and aptnels to co-operate. 

ri. This certain Authority therefore, by which all at all times 

_ may be ſufficiently directed, and reſolved in all Points of Faith, 
as by an External, Competent and Infallible Judge, cannot be the 
Written Word alone, as Proteſtants affirm. 
{/) O wonder- 1,, Firf, in regard it is obſcure, bath for the (/) depth of matters, 


o_ -- — og contained, and manner of delivering them ; Dark, Ambiguous, Alle- 


derful pro- ks are Scripture ? What not > That God commanded the Sab- 
foundneſs, © Þath to be changed ; that there are two Natures in Chriſt , and 
my God,it ma- ##t one Perſon, &c, 
keth a Man tremble to look upon it, St. Aug. i= Confeſ. lib. 2. cap. x4. O the depth: of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! how incomprehenſible are his Judgments, and 
unſcarchable his ways? Rom. 11. 33, 


13. Thirdly, That Authority which is Supream Fudge in doubtful 
gf affairs, muſt neceſſarily be ſuch, as, with all who acknowledge and 
{t} See before, receive it in that kind, it may be able clearly and efficaciouſly to de-= 


to the inſtances to do this, in all (:) controverted Points of Religion ; for it doth 
—_— _— not is all of them clearly pronounce Sentence, nay, even Luthe- 
2 —_— ſeg 799% and Calvinifts, Anabaptifts and Arians, (who acknowledge it 
dy Han. for Judge) after whatſoever is therein pronounced, continue ſtill 
ought not to 12 their violent and virulent (s) altercations > No party confefſing 


be rebaptized,, Thas the bleſſed Virgin Mary was a perpetual Virgin, yes, that the Hol 

Chet b -onc Subſtance with the Father an the Son. (v) The! Difſentions that are . 
mong us, ſaith Nich. Gallus s Proteſiant, are not light, nor of light, but of chief Articles 
of Chriftian Dotrin, as of the Law and the Goſpel, of Juftification and Good Works, of 
the Sacraments, &'c. Thus Nich. Gallus in Theff, & Hypoth, He might have added with 
Selucer, upon the 103. Pfal. pu 3d. Their Diſſention about the Humanity of Chriſt, bi; Aſ- 
cention into Heaven, and fitting on the Right Hand of God, &c. And here in England, 
about his deſcent into Hell, Predeſtination, end the neceſſity of Biſhops in the Church : 
We, ſaith Martin Luther, cenſure in earneft the Zuinglians, and all Sacramentarians, 
(that is, all who deny the real and ſubſtantial Proſence of Chrifts Body in the Sacrament) 
tor Heretics and Aliens from the Church of God : Luuh, cont. Articul Lovan. 7heſ. 27. Tom. 
2. fol. 53, SLEW Scripture 
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Scripture to have given Sencence againſt therm, Whereas,the Judge 
ſhould ſo pronounce Sentence, as the one Party may know them- 
felves'condemn'd,the other clear'd : elſe there can be no end of di- 
ſputeand contention. La{/y, in all well ordered Common-wealths, 
beſides the Law under which the People live, there muſt be ſome 
external Judge, to expound and declare (with irrefragable Authori- 
ty) the Senſe and rrwe meaning of the Law ; much more inthe Spi- 
ritual Kingdom of Chriſt, where the Law is more profound and 
difficult, the Errors more dangerous 3 Subjection, Unity, and Obe- 
dience to the Governours more Neceſſary. 

I4- key ——_ CC yo m_ C _ of God, or Pre- 
lates thereof, a y his Word and (s») Spirit, an rpetually, bh. 
by Succefion of Biſhops and Paſtors, coadien to the Fanhfal in al ir iy is =p 
Times and Ages, is the ſole appointed external Propounder and Expound= 1... .nq my 
er of his Law, or (in a General Council) I»fallible Judge of Contro- words which 1 
verfies in Religion : otherwiſe how ſhould we be undoubtedly have putin thy 
aſſured, that former Hereſies were rightly condemned ? Mouth ſhallnos 

depart from 

thy Mouth, and from the Mouth of thy Seed, and from the Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, faith 
our Lord, from henceforth for ever : Where God promiſeth, ſaith Calvin, that the Church 
ſhall always be goyern'd by the Holy Ghoſt. Calv. upon the 59th. cþ. of 1. 1 will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Paraclyte, that he may abide with you for e- 
yer, even the Spirit of Truth, Fohni 14.49.16. When the Spirit of Truth cometh, he 
will teach you all Truth, Zoebn 16. v.13. Iren. bib. 2. Adverſ. Hereſ. c. 4. If any Que» 
ſtion ariſe, ought we not, ſaith he, to haye recourſe to the moſt ancieat Churches, and 
take from them, concerning the preſent doubt, that wich is certain and clear? And 
Tertul. de Preſcript. cap. 21. ſ#ith, What the Apoſtles preached, that is, what Chriſt re- 
yealed to them ; here alſo I will preſcribe, that ir ought not otherwiſe to be proved, 
but by the ſame Churches, which the Apoſtles founded. And Irenzus, in the plece before 
alledged, yieldeth # reaſon, viz. That the Apoſtles moft fully laid up all Truth in the 
Church, as in a Rich Treaſure-houſe. See the like in St. Aug. Tom. 7. contra Creſcon. 
lib, 1. cap. 33- 


15. In which reſpect the Eternal Wiſdom of God, plainly de- 
nounceth of the Prieſts and Paftors of the Church, that they ſhall 
Teach his People, &c. and in Controverkie they ſhall ſtand to 
Fudge, Exzek. 44- v.23, 24. Alſo Deur. 17. from wer. 8. to 14...If 
thou perceive thy Judgment with thee be hard and doubrfuly &c. Thou 
ſhalt come to the Prieſts, of the Levitical Stock, SC. and thou ſhalt ask 
of them the Truth of the Fudgment, and thou ſhalt do whatſoever they, KC. 
ſhall ſay and 1each according to the Law, and thou ſhalt follow their Sen= 
tence, neither ſhalt thow decline to the Right Hand or to the Left, but he 
that ſhall be proud, vefufing to obey the Commandment of the Prieft , 
that Man ſhall die, &c. 

Thus far Almighty God ordaining a Supream Tribunal, for reſor |, | Dr. Rey- 
lution of doubtful affairs ( even in matters of Religion ) from , 11. -. Re 
which there ought to be no appeal, as learned (x) Proteſtants theme ,, 2-1 white, 
de Sacr, Scrrpt. p. 466, Bilſon Perp. Gover, p. 20, Hooker Pref. ER 26, 27, 28. 

yes 


(w) If. 59 v. ; 
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| "ſelves confeſs. Which Decree, in the firſt and principal Intend- 
(y):Like, I ment, being Moral, was not aboliſhed by Ceſlation of the Cere- 
mean, to that monial Obleryances, yea rather (in effe&) it is often ratified and 
expreſſed, Deut. confirmed in the New and Old Teſtament, fo far as.concern- 
17.in the place oth, the Sovereign Power of Gods Church for Determination of Ec- 


before alledg c1efaſtical Controverſies, namely, Matth. 18. v. 17. where Ghriſt 


cd, 


Chrift, as be in caſe of like (y) Diſpute with our Brother, commandeth us to 


provided here tell the Church, adding, if he will not hear the Church, let him be unto 

apainſt other *4*e 4s © Heathen and a Publican, that is, (Without further Appeal) 

differences of ſeparated from the Communion of Saints ; alſo Malachy 2. v. 7. 

the faithful, fo The Lips of the Prieft ſhall keep Knewledge y and they ſhall require the 

eſpecially, for Law from his Mouth, for he is the Angel of the Lord of Hofts 3 Luk. 10. 

thoſe in mat- V. 16. He that heareth you , hearth me; he that deſpiſeth you, de> 

ter of Dodtrin, ſpiſech me, and I John 4. v. 6. He that is of God heareth us ; he that 
as more perni- 4s not of God hearerh us not, in this we know the Spirit of Truth and the 
cious to his Spirit of Error: Alſo Rom. 10. y. 14. Hew ſhall they believe in hin 

Church ; ſee- of whom they have not heard? How ſhall they hear without a Preach- 

ing they im- ,,> And how ſhall they preach unleſs they be ſent t Faith therefore 

pugn the t0un: cometh by bearing the Paſtors of Gods Church: And obſerve tho 

Vaity of Faich Apoſtles Gradation ; no Faith, but by hearing; no hearing, but by 

and Religion, P!/acÞhing 3 no preaching without Miffion or lawful Celling by God 

One Ged, ane 3nd his Church : Alfo, Heb. 5. v. 1. Heb. 13. v. 17. Obey your 

Faith, Eph. 4. Prelates and be ſubjeft unto them, for they watch as they that muſt give 

(Obſerve here.) 97, 96c9unt for your Souls, Laſtly, Chriſt aſcending into Heayen, 

, - faith the Apoſtle, gaye therefore, viz. to his Church, and as it 

Epheſ. 4. 11. Were in his place) Some Apofiler, ſome Prophetry ſome Evangelift, and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; for the work of the Minifiry, and building up 
the Myitical Bedy of Chri#t, till we all meet in the Unity of Faith, &c. 

{z) Caly.In- That is, even as learned (z) Proteftants expound, until the end 

ſtir. lib 4. c. $8. of the World : and declaring in the fame place the defign or pur- 

ſet. 37,38. poſe of God herein, wer. 14. he addeth, that We may henceforth be 

Melanct. Loc. yg more as Children waveringy and carried about with every wind of Do= 

com. cap. I. de 2y;z, by the deceipt of Men, and with Craftineſs, whereby they lay wait 

Eccl. Fulk a- ,, {eceive: ſ0 manifeſtly doth the Spirit of God here by St. Poul 

gu the a declare, that he hath ordained the Paſtors of his Ch to deli- 

wnormigy - ver his Track unto us, and preſerve us from wayering or flutu- 

; » = ating in Faith. 

FR i6. It now remaineth to ſhew which is the True Church, to 
the end, that having found out that Pillar of Faith, that immacu- 
late Spouſe of Chriſt, we may embrace her Doftrin, obey ber De- 
crees, and repoſe {ecurely in her Judgments. VS 

17. Wherefore obſerve diligently, the Queſtion in this matter 
betwixt us, and our Adverſaries, is not what is the true Church ? 
But which is the true Church ? That is, we enquire not here con- 
cerning the intrinſical Eſſence of the Church : But by what ex- 


ternal and ſcnſible Notes, Signs or Marks, we may find out and. 
diſcover 
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diſcoyer which , zmongſt ſo many pretended Faithful Congre- 
gations, is the True Church. 

18. Proteſtants aſſign as marks (a) whereby to find out the true (,) whitg, 
Church, Lawful Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments ; but impro- Hefen. p. $1, 
perly, and not without fraud. Willet $ynop. 

p- 69. Conte. 
Auguſt. Artic. 7, Caly, Inſtit. lib, 4. cap. I. ſe. 10, Church of England Artic. 19. Prop. 4. 
See the Book intituled, The Catholic Dottrin of the Church of England, pag. 92, allowed 
by public Authority. 


19. For the Mark and Note whereby any thing (to us unknown) 
is to be diſcovered and found out, muſt be firſt known, and more 
evident then what we ſeek thereby to note or diſcover : Other- 
wiſe we ſhall not find what we ſeek, but vainly endeavour to re- 
ſolve one matter in doubt, by another more or equally doubtful 
and intricate. 
20. Whereas, firſt, Lawfu! Miniftry of the Word, or Truth of Do- 
Ain is more unknown to us, than the Church which is always vi- 
fible, and therefore in the Holy Scripture compared unto a (4) Ci- ; j} Mat. 5; 9. 
ty on a Hill; a (c) Tabernacle in the Sun, a (4) Mount ain on the top of | 4,15. Yeare. 
Mountains, and expreſly affirmed to be (2) « path way ſo dirett or plain, the light of the 
as even Fools xo not, (or cannot) Err therein. World: A Ci- 
ty ſet on a Hill, 
cannot be hid ; neither do Men light a Candle and put it under a Buſhel (of inviſibili= 
) ; but on a Candleftic, that it may ſhine to all. (c} Pſal. 19.v. 5. He hath placed: 
1s tabernacle in the Sun, That is, jaith Sr. Augult. there, his Church 
in public, not in private. (4) If. c. 2. v.2, In the latter days there ſhall be prepared a. 
Mountain, in the tops of Mountains, andfe ſhall be lifted above the Hills, and all Na. 
tions ſhall low unto it, and many people ſhall ſay, come let us go up tothe Mountain: 
of our Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Facoeb, and he will teach us his ways, and 
we will walk ia his paths: For the Law ſhall go out of Sion, and the word of the 
Lord from Feruſslem. So plain it is, that firſt we are to repair to the Houſe of God,. 
and there to learn his Law and Ward. See St, Auguſt. Tract. 1. Epiſt. Joan, &c, (4 } Ifa.. 
cap. 35. ver. 8. ; 


21. Secondly. None may Preach (that is, Teach as Pa#ters) the 
Word , and Adminifter the Sacraments, according to the ordi- (f) Hebr. 11; 
nary courſe appointed by God, unleſs they be Lawfully (Ff) Or» v. 6. 4 
dained, (g) Sent and Called thereunto by the Church : Therefore (2) Rom.10. v,. 
the Church muſt firſt be known, and by the Church their Law- 14! 5,16.How 
ful Calling to that Miniſtry ; for Faith cometh by hearing, Rom. - they hear. 
I os v. 17. Hearing by the Word of God, and this from the Paſtors P. _ r oath: 
Lawfully Ordained, Sent or Called by God's Church: Un- {1 OW 
to the Church therefore we muſt firſt repair to know whom |... , Elks 
we ought to hear , that ſo hearinz we may believe, and believing they be ſent, 
obtain Salvation. Sc, 


22. Thirdly, We know not certainly the Books of Gruſpes 
us 
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(k) Se. Au but by.the Church, (+) much leſs the Senſe and true meaning 
Tchr, Of them ; - Wherefore doubting Souls in the Cancer, defiri 
Fpiſt. Fund. c, *2 Know where the Bridegroom feedeth, receive from the Spirit © 
5. ſaith, 1 God this Direction, (3) 1f thou knoweſt not, ger thee forth by the Steps 
would not be- of the Flocks, and feed thy Kids by the Tents of the Shepherds, direSting 
lieve the Gol: (faith the Marginal note of the Engliſh Proteſtant Bible) he igne- 
pel, unleſs the rant to their Paſtors. 

Authority of 

the Church moyed me thereto ; Alſo My. Hooker, # Proteflant, plainly affirmeth, that 
it is confelled impoſſible for Scripture it ſelf to teach what Books are Divine, Eccleſ. 
Pol. lib. 3. 14. (+) Cant. 1. v.7. 


23. Fourthly. The certain knowledge of True Miniftry of the 
Word, in that boundleſs Latitude, ſuppoſing a reſolution, of all 
doubtful matters, of Faith, is a thing impoſiible, for moſt, (per- 
adventure any of the Faithful,) to arrive unto; and a Man may 
ſooner end his Life, than ſuch an Inquiry, which according to 
that mark cannot be done, but by an entire knowledge of all 
Truth ; and this, according to Proteſtants, 7 the Written Word 
alone, which multitudes cannot read, much leſs underſtand. 

24. Fifthly. True Miniftry of the Word, or Truth of DoRrin is the 
matter chiefly in queſtion, and all grant that it may be learned 
moſt ſpeedily by the True Church , which we therefore ſeek to 
know ; (o as to affign True Miniſtry of the Word, as a mark 
whereby to find out the True Church is in effect to aſſign the mat= 
ter moft in queſtion for a reſolution. 

25: Sixthly. According to this mark the Reformed Churches 
(as they call them) of England, France, Germany, Holland, &c are 
not the True Catholic Church ; for all of them have not the 

(k) See before Word truly preached, ſeeing they differ (+) contradictorily in fur- 
at Numb. 13, damental Points of Religion, as about the Books of Scripture, the Law 
in the Margin, and Goſpel, Faith & Works, Articles of the Creed and Sacraments. 
where their 

Diſſentions in theſe and the like matters are acknowledged by Proteſtants. 


26. Seventhly. Amongſt Schiſmatics not fallen to formal He- . 


refie, but dividing themſelves from the Church, (through Pride 
only and Diſobedience,) there may be found the ſame Miniſtry 
of Doctrin and Sacraments with the True Church; yet are not 


#1) No man Schiſmatics according to St. Aug. (!) members of the true Church. 


can have 
Chriſt tor 
Head who is not in his Body, which is the Church ; Heritics by believing falſly of God, do 
violate the Faith, and Schiſmatics by their wicked diſſentions, fly from fraternal Charity, 
altho? they believe as we do; and therefore neither doth the Heretic belong to the Catho- 
lic Church, becauſe he believeth not God ; nor the Schiſmatic, becauſe he loveth nor his 
Neighbor, A#z. de Unit, Eccleſ. c. 19. 

47. Laftly, 
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27. Laſtly. It is againſt the Ordinance of God, in Holy Scri- 
_ where he preſcribeth that we ſhould receive the Word of 
aith and his Law from the Paſtors of bis Church, as before (-) we (,, ) See the Text 
proved at large, and our (») Adverſaries convinc'd by Truth do numb. 5, &c. 
plainly confeſs : The Church therefore of neceffity muſt be the :throughone. 
tirſt known, and by the Church the Law ahd Doctrin of Chriſt. (n) Seebe/ore 
in the Marginal 
Note of Numb. g.. what is there alledged ont of Calvin, who in the ſamechap. ſeft. 5. ſtilerh 
the Church a faithful keeper of the Truth, affirming chat all trus Dofrin is to be required 
from her Mmiſlry. Dr, Field likewiſe, itn his Preface to his firſt Book of the Church, a«- 


Iviſeth wel, ſaymg ; For as much as Controverſies in Religion in our time are grown in 
number ſo many, in nature ſo intricate, that few bave time or leiſure, fewer ſtrength of 
underſtanding to examin them , what remaineth for Men deſirous of ſatisfattion 1n 
things of ſuch cofiſequence, but diligently to ſerach out, which, amongſt all the Soci- 
eties of Ven inthe World, is that bleſſed Company of Holy ones, that Houſbold of Faith, 
that Spouſe of Chriſt, and Church of the lying God, which is the ground of Truth, that 
ſo we may embrace her Communion, foltow ber Direction and reſtin ber Judgment ? 


238. Wherefore leaving this (s) fraudulent Tergiverſation of Pro- (6) Fraudulent 
teſtants, and omitting for brevity's ſake, ſuch Notes and Marks of cc aſſign- 
he Catholic Church, as others uſually do afſign ; I ſuppole firſt as jng true Mini- 
evident in Gods Book, and acknowledged, 


try of the 
Word or Truth 
pf Dodrin, as the only Mark or Note, whereby we are to find out the true Church, 
how beit more difficult and unknown to us, than the Church it (elf, 


29. That the True Church muſt continue (p) for ever. (p) In the 


days of thoſe 
Kings ſhall the God of Heaven ſet upa Kingdom, which ſhall neyer be deſtroyed, and 
his Kingdom ſhall not be given to another People ; but it ſhall break and deftroy all 
ather Kingdoms, and it {elf ſhall ſtand for ever, Dan. 2. v.44. Ofthelacreaſe, &c. On 
he Throne of David ſhall he fit to ſtrengthen it, with Judgment and Juſtice from 
henceforth for eyer: The Zeal of the Loid of Hoſts will perform this, 1f. 9. v.97. Sea 

If, Luke 1. v. 33, Upon this Rock will I build my Church, and Hells Gates ſhall not 
prevail againſt it, Mar, 16,4v.18, Behold I-am with you all days, eycnto the conſum- 
mation ofthe World, Mat. «lt. 


30. Secondly. (Which our Adverſaries (4) likewiſe confeſs) (4)Dr.Whitta- 
hat it cannot ſo continue without lawful Miniſtry of the Word ker, ſpeakm of 
and Sacraments. the neceſſary Mi 

6 ' niſtry of the 
ord_and Sacraments, ſaith, They are eſſential Properties of the Church, contr. Dur. lib. 
- þ. 260, Being preſent they conſtitute a Church, being abſent they ſubvert it, 5. p. 
249. Deering upon the Epiſile to the Hebrews, cap. 3. le&t.16, Take away Preaching, you 
ake away Faith, the Miniſtry of the Werd and Sacraments is in abſolute degree of 
eceſſity to Salvation. Defenſ. of Eccleſ. Diſcip. p. 33. Theſe Marks cannot be abſent 
rom the Church, and it is no longer a true Church than it hath them. Wiles, Synop. 
71, The only abſence of hem makes a Nullity to the Church. 


CG 31, Third- 
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(r)No manta» . 31, Thirdly. The Word and Sacraments, according to Gods Or- 
keth this Ho» dinance, cannot be miniſtred but by lawful (-) Prieſts and Paſtors. 
nor to himſelf, 

but he that is called of God, as Aaron was, Heb, 5. 4, How ſhall they preach unleſs they be 
ſent? Raw.10. v.15, See alſo Numb, 16. throughout, Acts 15. v, 3s 4. So 4s the Spirit of Go« 
in holy Scripture brandeth Hereticks with the mark: of coming unlent, $25, 4V.21, I haye not 
ſent them, yetthey ran, All that came before me are Thieves and Robbers, Fohn 10. v..$ 
and is the ſane Chapter, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that entereth not in by the Door 
(viz, by lawful Callmg and Oramnation) into the Sheepfold, but climeth up another way is a 
Thiet and a Robber. This 3ruth i likewiſe confeſſed by our Adverſarie, Cartwright, mn his 
Second Reply, part 2. p. 128, ſaith, It is forbidden that any ſhould take this honor to him» 
ſelf, but he whois called of God as A4argn was : What greater necellity of Sacrifice, than 
when Sau{took it upon him ? 1 Sam. 13. What greater appearance of neceſlity than when 
Oxias ſtayed the Ark ready to fall? 2 Sam. 6, v.7. Yet theſe neceſlities notwithſtanding, 
for ſo much as they took upon them, that, whereunto they were not called, they receiy'd 
the reward of their boldneſs. Thu far Mr. Cartwright im rhe place alleaged. 


(ſ) This,to omit 32. Fourthly, That none can be lawful Prieſt and Paſtors,except 
other Prote- they be ordained by Biſhops, and duly (/) called to the Function. 
flant:,iz at large 
declared by Willet Proteſtant Biſtop of Rocheſter, from Scriptures, Fathers, Councils and Pra- 
tice of the whole.Chuxch; in his Sermon preached at Hampton-Court, Sept.21. 1606. when he 
Jfauh, rouching Ordination, That in the Church of Epheſus there were Pres! yters long before 
Timothy was ap;ointed Biſhopthere. Yet St. Paul ſent him on purpoſe to impoſe Hands, 
I 7.5. 22. and for that intent alſo he leſt Dew in Crera, Tie. 1. 5. Neither would the 
Church of Chriſt ſucceeding admit any other but Biſhops to that buſineſs, as not juſtifiable 
for the Presbyter, either by Reaſon, Example or Scripture ; for Reaſon, it is a Rule without 
contradiction, ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 75. v.7. That he which bleſſeth ſhould be greater then he 
which us bleſſed, (taking it tor the Bleſſing which is by Authority, not of Devotion ;} The 
bleſſing of authority therefore come: from the yroumnen honor 1s in himthat confers it,not 
in him that takes it, and this is St, Ambroſe his Reaſon on 1 Tim. 3. Secondly, for Example, 
not one is ſhewed through the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that any beſides a Biſhop did it; if 
ſome of the Inferior witamel to do it, his AQt was reverſed by the Church as unlawful, as 
in the caſe of Coluthus a Presbyter of Alexandria, whereof St. Athanaſiue and Epiphanine 
make mention, who took upon him to give Orders, for which both himſelf was ceaſured 
and what hedid was revoked, and they received as meer Lay-men, and no otherwiſe, into 
the Communion, whom he had ordered : For Scripture, there is none, neither of holy 
Men, nor of the Holy Ghoſt ; for all the holy Fathers with one conſent do contraditt it. 
Chryſ. upon 1 Tim. 3. 4, Theodoret upon the ſame places, Oecumeniu upon 1 Tim. 5 Anbroſe 
is peremptory, that it 1s neither fas nor jw, conſonant neither with God's nor Man's Law, 
that any beſides a Biſhop ſhould doit, Yea Hierome himſelf, who ſetteth a Presbyter on his 
Tip=toes, to make him go equal with a Biſhop, yet takes him this one Peg down, excepta 
Ordmatione : What is it ſaith he, that a Biſhop doth that a Presbyter may not do, faving 
Ordination? No Scripture of the Holy Ghoſt either analogically by conſequence, or di- 
realy by Precept : For eAnalezy, none but the Apoſtles did it, or might do it (as before 
you heard) not dire&#ly, for to what Presbyter was the Authority committed, as to a 
Presbyter only? Unto Timothy a Biſhop of Epheſus it was ſaid, Lay hands haſtily on na 
Man, 1 Tim, 5.22, and to Titus a Biſhop of Creta, I have left thee to ordain Preibyters, 
Tot. 1, 5. 
Thus far the Proteſtant Biſhop of Rocheſter, in his Sermon printed by King Zame,”s 
| Commandment, 
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to the Faith and Church. T1 
Commandment, where he alſo anſwereth the Doubts and Objeftions to the contrary. 
See likewiſe Biſhop Berner in his Survey of the pretended Diſcipline, c. $. throughour.: 
Whitgift his Defen. Hook. Eccleſ. Pol, Covel his Defence of Hooker. 


3 þ All which ſuppoſed, I prove the Proteſtant Church not to 
be the True Church of God. For, 
4- The true Church of God muft continue eyer, but the (,) 4 particular 


Proteſtant Church hath not (:) ever continued. Charch, tho* it 
Evxgo. j hath not been, 
The Proteftant Church is not the true Churth of God. or continued 
at all times 


Catholic, yet for the time that it is a true Church, it muſt of neceſſity communicate in 
Profeſſion of the ſame Faith, and Sacraments, with that Church which from the Apoſtles 
time hath ſo continued in all Ages, otherwiſe it is not truly Catholic, and by reaſon of 
ſuch Communion in Religion with Catholic & Apoſtolic Churches, it may be faid to con- 
tinue ever, 2s one with them in Profeſſion of the ſame Faith & Religion, which have been 
at all times conſpicuous ; howbeit in reſpett of ſome time, place or perſons it is truly tiled 
2 particular Church. The Apoſtles (faith TertuZian) founded Churches in every City, 

(viz, by themſelves or others,) from theſe Churches thus founded, other Churches have 

and daily do borrow their Propagation of Faith, and Seed of Doctrin, by which they 

are Churches; and in this reſpe& they alſo ſhall be reputed A4poſtolical, as Off-ſprings of 
A ical Churches, for every Off-ſpring muſt be reduced to his Original : Wherefore 
all thoſe Churches ſhall be oge firſt and Apoftolical, from which they all deſcend, ſolong 

as all of them hold and approve the ſame Unity. Tertul. Preſcript.. 


35- The Propoſition before (s) is clearly deduced' oat of Holy (») See Numb. 


Scripture, the Adumption thus I prove. 29 the Marg. 
No Church can frorm age to age continue without (w) perpetual 
SucceſGon of Biſhops. (w) See Numb: 


. oo 29, 30, 31, 32. 
Without Biſhops no Prieſts, without Priefts no Minifters of the Word and 7 ani 
without theſe no Church, . , 


But the Proteſtant Church (x) hath not had a perpetual Succeſſi- $ by | 
on of Biſhops. we underſtan$ 
Ergo, ; a Congregati- 
36. The Proteſtant Church hath not from ageto age continued. gn of ſuch Bys, 
Ergo, F Priefts and 
Tt is not the true Church of God, which muſt continue ever. People, as pro- 
feſs the Faith 
now currant in England. See the Definition of a Church by a Proteſtant, Artic. 10. 
in the Book called Carbolick DotFrme of the Church of England ; for Faith and Religion 
are the Eſſential Difference, Form and Soul of the Church, fo as where theſe are not 
one and the ſame, there the Church and Congregations are not one and the ſame, as 
with the Roman Catholics and Proteſtants, for they can make no claim to our Church 
and Biſhops, but are engaged to ſhew a perpetual Succeſſion of Biſhops profeſling tkeir 
own Faith and Religion. See before Numb. 34. they muſt ſhew their own Cards, not 
ours, if they mean to win the Game, 
C2 37. That 
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| 37. That Proteſtants have not had a peypetual Succeſſion of their 
(7) We ſtand Biſhops in former ages, is manifeſt, for let then ( y) name, ifthey 


(s 

not on the can, ſo many as but three, known and acknowledged Proteſtant © it 

Name Prore- Biſhops, ſucceeding each other in any part of the World, for the |} it 

| ; ſtant, but exait ſpace of a thouſand years next before Luther, by whom their Paſtors | C 


Biſhops ate were ordained ; their Word and Sacraments adminiſtred ; Coun- 8 C 
— cils celebrated, Herefies condemned, Laws, Ordinances and Ca» | 
fame Doria 2978 enacted. But no ancient Monuments, Dipticks or Church= I} ( 
and Diſcipline. Rolls; No Hiſtories Ecclefiaſtical or Profane make mention of I c: 
Tertul- Praſcr, #DY ſuch continued Succeſſion in former times of profeſſed Pro- 
c. 3. Let them (<ftant Biſhops, that is, Biſhops diſtin& from our Roman Biſhops, 
ſhew, ſaith he, and profefſing the public Dodrin of the Church of England in- | w 
the beginning Queen Elizabeth: time. tc 
of their Chur- c 
ches, let them unfold the Order of their Biſhops, ſo by Succeſſion coming down, as el 
that the firſt Biſhop have ſome of the Apoſtles or Apoſtolical Men, who yet perſe- || 
vered with the- Apoſtles, for his Author and Predeceflor. Number, ſaith Auguſt. the C 
Prieſts, or Biſhops, irom the Seat it ſeif of St, Peter, and ſee in that Order of Fathers, 
who to whom hath ſucceeded ; that is the Rock againſt which the proud Gates of |} Pc 
Hell ſhall not prevail ; Aug. in Pſal. contr. Donat. and in another place he faith, The ni 
Order begun by Peter the Apoſtle, and even unto this Age, by the Propagation or || & 
[4 
n 


Cat ns 
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_ 


þ | Off fpring of ſucceeding Biſhops continued, they, wiz. Heretics, interrupt , challeng- 
['f ing to themſclves an Order without Original, A#guſt. Queft. Now. & Vet. Teftam. 
Qzeſt, 100, P 


Secondly. If they had ſuch Biſhops, at the leaſt twenty years 
before Luther, why did they not joyn with him, and follow his- 
Followers, when they firſt oppoſed our Religion, in Germany, 
[, and other places ? 
|| Thirdly. This known want of Proteſtant Biſhops in former 
| Ages, is a matter ſo manifeſt as they themſelves acknowledge, 
i (z) Before the their Church for many Ages before Lucher (x) to have been invi- 
"HY days of Luther, fible. 
j I ſauh Perkins , . 
| for the ſpace of many hundred years, an univerſal Apoſtacy overſpread the whole face. 
i of the Earth, and our (viz. Proteftant) Church was not then viſible to the World, Perkin 
| upon the Creed, p. 400. and Mr. Nappier upon the Revelations, p. 143. confidently a- 
| verreth, that for 1260 years the Pope and his Clergy hath poſſeſſed the outward vilible 
| 
| 


-—14- <= 3- 


Land 
—— 


' | Church of Chriſtians, reigning univerſally, and without any debateable contradiftion, 
| Nap. ibid. p. 68. God's true Church, ſaith he. moſt certainly abiding, ſolong latent and 
inviſible , ibid. p. 191, and 161. and Sebaſtian Franc. de abrogat, in Univerſ Stat. Eccleſ, 
yet more plainly averreth, that for certain through the work of Aatichriſt, the external 
j Church together with the Faith and Sacraments vaniſhed ſhortly after the Apoſtles de- 
8! J parture, and for theſe 1400 years the Church (:z. Proteſtant) hath been no where 
ih! if external and viſible, Sebaſt. Fran, i5:4. and Mr. Fewel faith the true Church was unknown 
| vt and unheard of, when Martin Luther and Zuinglius firſt came to the knowledge and 
| Wo. preaching of the Goſpel, Fewel Apel, part. 4. cap. 4. divil. s. | 
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Fourthly. 
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Calvin affirmeth, (c) he made a revdlt or decet 


to the Faith and Church. 13 


Fourthly. They yet confeſs that Luther had no right Believers 

(s) before him from whom he might receive his Doctrin, and thar- a) Geo 

it is ridiculousto think otherwiſe ; confidering, fay they, (+) that ha Io 

it is manifeſt to the whole World, that before Luthers time, al plicat. conf. 

Churches were overſpread with more than Cymerian darkneſs : And Aug, art. 1. 7. 
ton from the whole world. de Eccle. pag, 

137, 138. 
(b) Benedic. Morganſtern, Tract de Ecclef. p. 143. (c) Calyin, Epiſt. wa _ 23T 
cum deceſlionem a toto muudo facere coatti ſumus. * 


Fifthly. In regard of this their apparent want of Biſhops, and 
want of lawful Ordination by them, they are conſtrained, either _ 
to challenge extraordinary (4) Calling, Without Atteſtation of Mira- (4) Laſcicius 
cles, wherewith that Calling hath ever been accompanied, (e) or #* groof of bi 
elſe (f) Ordination from Presbyters, that is inferior Miniſters, 9 0219197 al- 
who, as we (g) ſhewed before, from Gods Word, the Primitive 45% Calvin, 


Church and confeſſion of Proteſtants, have no Power to ordain. joy "y —— 


Popes Tyrgany, the true courſe of Ordination was broken off, we ſtood in need of 4 
new ſupply, &c. and this Calling was altogether extraordigary, Laſcic. de Ruſl. Moſco., 
& Tartar. Relig. See alſo Galvin. Inſtit, lib, 4. cap. 3' ſe. 24. Cartwright againſt Whit« 
gift, pag. 217, {e} See Exod. 4. John 15.22. Mark 16. 20, (f) This doth Mr. Maſon 
in his Preface to his Book of oe ap ven Ml Biſhops expreſly acknowledge , by other 
Proteſtant Countries, England only excepted. (g) See before Numb. 32, 


33. Neither will it ſuffice Proteſtants, for proof of the conti- 
nuance of their Church, to avouch the precedent Succefſion: of 
our Biſhops , conſidering they generally maintain , that De&rin 
or true Minifiry of the Word and Sacraments are abſolute and _ 
(4) eſſential marks of the true Church, and conſequently as theſe (5) Whitgift 
are not one,and the ſame, but rather contradiftorily oppoſite in Detenl. p. 18. 
our ChurcH and theirs, ſo neither can our Church and theirs, nor Willet Synopf, 
the Succefſion of our Biſhops, prove a continuance of the Prote- 2 _ 
ſtant Church ; they muſt ſhew their own Cards and not ours, if * 215K conte 


. Dur. : 260 
they mean to win the Game. Conan _ 


Art. 9. See alſo the Book intituled, The Catholic Dofirin of the Church of England, Arr. 


20. Where it defineth the Church to be a viſible Gongregation of faithful People, where 


the pure Word of God is preached, and Sacraments duly adminiſtred, And where, I 

pray, under the Cope of Heaven will Proteſtants find ſuch a viſible Congregation twen= 

ty years immediately before Luther, or Waldo at lealt? $ ; 

{[r) Mat, Par 

39. And for their Succeſſion in Exg/and in precedent Ages, (to. Weſtm. &c.Dr. 

omit an inductive Remonſtrance to the contrary) (by our (i) an- Harprf-prudens 
cient and modern Hiſtoriographers) Mr. (k) Maſon and the Pro- (4) _ 

: 074 1; 
the Book mentioned in the Conſecration of Mare: Park. p. 131. ſaith, This was his ſingulay. 
felicity, that he being the qoth Arch-Biſhop (of Canterbury) after Sti Auſtin, yet of thaz num 
ber he was the only Man and firſt of all who was conſecrated without the Pope:Bul, and ſuperfiuous 
Aaronical Garments, &c, teſtant 
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A Short aud Plain Way 


- teſtant Author of Marrhew Parker's Life (more boldly than diſcreet- 
ly) boaſts, that the ſaid Parker being the 7oth Arch. Biſhop of Can- 
rerbury after St. Auſtin our Apoſtle) of all that number he was the 
only Man who was conſecrated without the Popes Bulls ; all the 

(1) For Cyan. Teſt therefore at their Inauguration did communicate with the Re- 
mer at his Con- 974% Biſhops, and conſequently were as then no (1) profeſſed Prote- 
ſecration out- ſtants, for with the Heart we believe unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth 
wardly profeſ we profeſs unto Salvation, Rom. 10. v. 10. 

ſed himſelf, a 

Roman Catholic, taking the uſual Oath of Fidelity to the Pope, Fox, As and Monuments 


p. 1690. See Champney, Vacation of Miniſters, cap. 11. p, 369. Prudent. Bali. on Cranm. 
Examan of Fox his Aits and Moni. 


40. If any Proteſtant allege, in behalf of their Succedion, Walde, 
Wickliff, Huſs,c&c. T anſwer, firſt, they were all of them originally Ro- 
man Catholics, and fo prove only the precedent perpetuity ot our 
Roman Church and no other more ancient, our of which (being 
then the only known Catholic Church) hey departed and impugn- 
fir ed it, a mark wherewith Chrif and his Apoſtles uſually branded 
#) Go not fk” 
forth , March, (") Heretics. 
24.49.26, Certain which went out from us have troubled you, 4#s 15. 24. Many de- 
ceiyers are gone out into the World, 2 Febn 7. v.7. They went out from ws, but _ 
were not ot us, for if they had been of us they would no doubt have continued wi 
us, 1 Fohn 2, v. 19, Alſo of your own ſelves thall Men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, 
As 20. v.30, Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, Fud. v.19. 


{n) See Guido 41. Secondly. They (n) taught many falſe and abominable 
& Anton. de Errors, Waldo & his Followers taught, that Lay Men and omen might 
Waldenf. lliri- preach and conſecrate, they denied all Fudgments to Blood , they denied 
cus Catal. Pag. che Sabbath; and held, that Oaths were not lawful -in any caſe : Wick- 
748. 749+735- liff and Huſs maintained, that neither Biſhop ner Prieft being in mar» 
756, Oc. tal Sin, (0) di4 ordainy conſecrate, or baptize ; Wackliff alſo » 
(0) Act, 091- that there is no Civil Magiftrate whilft he is in mortal Sin. Of their 
p. 96. © 71 Errors more in particular, ſee the Proteſtant Apology, Traft. 2. c.2- 
— oy 1 Se. 4. Subd. 2. and the Council of Conftance, Seff. the 8th and 25th, 
Sw « mY where their Errors are related (in particular) and condemned : 
$c&. 4. Subd.2.2t Which Council ( procured by Sig/mend the Emperor ,) were 
preſent four Patriarchs, twenty nine Cardinals, Arch-Biſhops 
forty ſeven, Biſhops one hundred and fixty , Abbots and Doctors 
five hundred and fixty four, and betwixt Eafter and Whitſunday 
were numbred in that City 60500 Externes or Strangers who 
came to that Council, Geneb. Harpsf. in Cron. in Hiſt. Eccle/. 
42. Laſtly. None of theſe were Biſhops, of whom only we 
(+) In the Text enquire, for as before we (p) proved at large without Biſhop. 
at Numb. 32. 
and Marginal Notes there: alſo at Number 31. and at Number 30, 


there 


+» aA. 


to the Faith and Church. 


there can beno Prieſt, without Prie# no Miniſtry of the Word 
and Sacraments, without Theſe no Church, no Faith, no Salvation, 
which out of the true Catholic Church cannot be obtained. 

43. For in this Point all the ancient Fathers unanimouſly and 
clearly conſent. Whoſcever will be ſaved, before all things, it is ne- 
ceſſary (laith bleſſed Arbanaſine) that he hold the Catholic Faith, which 
unleſs a Man keep (4) whole (or entire) and inviolable, without doubt, he (4) The reaſon 
ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. is evident, be- 

; : cauſe one only 

falſe DoQrin maintained contumaciouſly againſt the Church, depriveth a Mans Soul 
of ſupernatural Faith, as one Act of Fornication depriveth him of Chaſtity, one Robbe- 
ry of Juſtice, one Murther of Charity; and conſequently diflolveth that Union of Faith, 
whereby he was linked and incorporated into the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, making 
him formally an Heretic, and Alien, from the Communion of Saints, 1 Cor. c. 5. v. 6. 
A little Leaven leaveneth, or corrupteth che whole Lump? For one word or two contrary 
to the yo many Herecfies have been caſt out of the Church, St. Hierom, lib. 3. 4pol. con- 
irs Roffon, 


44- *Believe moſt firmly (faith (r) St. Fulgentius,) and in no wiſe (r) St. Fulgent. 
© doubt, but that every Heretic, and Schiſmatic, tho' baptized in 4 Fide ad Per. 
* the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, if _—_ Nothing 
he return not to the Catholic Church how great Alms ſoever he £32 >< more 
« diſtribute, yea and tho' he ſhed his Blood for the Name of Chriſt, (278e7ors = 
* he can by no meansbe ſaved, for neither Baptiſm, nor moſt li- 7371-00 © me 
© beral Alms, nor death endured for the Name of Chriſt, can avail **Y& Wes 


* any man to Salyation, who holdeth not faſt the Unity of the Ca- CO 


* tholic Church, or ſo long as any Heretical and Schiſmatical ini- aj things up« 


2 quity remaineth in him. rightly ; yer 

with one 
word, as with a drop of Poyſon, corrupt and ftain the true and ſincere Faith of our Lord 
and of Apoſtolical Tradition, St. Greg, Nazian. de Fine, note the word, any, for Hereſie 
damneth a man no leſs than 1dolatry and Witchcraft. See exprelly St, Paul, Gal. 5. 0.19% 
20, 21, 


45+ In like manner, St. Cyprien faith, * Whoſoever and what 
<kind of perſon ſoever a man be, a true Chriſtian he is not, unleſs 
<in the Church of Chriſt: And in (/) another place ; © He be- <y" 
© longeth not to the Reward of Chriſt, who forſaketh the Church (/) oe = - 
© of Chriſt, he is an Alien, a profane perſon, he is an Enemy he 7 if. 62. = 
© cannot have God for his Father, who hath not his Church for his _ Theod 
* Mother, &c. If any man could eſcape out of the Ark of Noah, he j;4. A. Hiſt. cap. 
alſo may eſcape who is out ofthe Church of God. 17. reporteth 
of St. Baſil the 
Great, that being by the Perſecutors ſolicited to relent, he anſwered et chat 
ſuch as are inſtructed in Divine Dottrin, do not ſuffer any Syllable of the Divine Decrees 
to bedepraved, but for Defence of it, if need require, willingly embrace any kind of 


Death, | 
\46. *A- 
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(t) De Unitate 46. * A man, ſaith St. Augu#. (:) cannot obtain Salvation but in 
Eccleſiz lib. 4. ©the Catholic Church ; he may have all but Salyation ; he may 
c.8, andtom.7. © haye the Sacraments, hemay ling Aleluia, he may anſwer Amen, 
Concione ad < he may believe the Goſpel, he may be baptized in the Name of 
Plebem = E- «the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; but no where can 
OE” © he have Salvation but in the Catholic Church. Thelike hath he, 
mom. Epi. 50. ad Bonifatium Tom. 9. de Symbol. lib. 4. cap. 20. 
47- And yet mare expreſly, © Let us ſuppoſe (faith this Light 
of the Ghurch,) © that a man were chaſt and continent, not cove- 
© tous bur full of Hoſpitality, no enemy to any man, not conten- 
Lib. 4. contra © tjous but patient, and-quiet, ſober and frugal, not envying any, 
Donxift. c. 8. « byt withal were an Heretic, there can be no doubt made, but for 
See alſo Epiſt. « ,p. only , that he is an Heretic, he ſhall net poſſeſs the Kingdom of 
GIG * Heaven, but the wrath of God remaineth on him. 
(u) Lib 48. I conclude therefore with renowned («) LaFantiur, ©Irt is 
Pivin. + * the Catholic Church only, that keepeththe true Worſhip of God ; 
cap. ult. $r, * fbisis the Fountain of Truth, this is the Houſe of Faith, this is 
Hierom. de *© the Templeof God, into which whoſoever doth not enter, or 
Script. Ecclef.. © Out of which whoever doth d he is an Alien, and eftranged 
fileth him, La- © irom the hope of everlaſting life and Salvation. 
cteum Elo- . 
quentia flumen» Fe lived in the year of Chrift 290, and was choſen to teach Criſpus, Sou 
ro Conftancine the Great, 


See Aubert 49 Now as touching the pereptual Succeflion both Perſonal 
Mirzus hi: No» and DoCtrinal of our Biſhops, becauſe it is a matter often and 
titia Epiſcopat. exactly handled by our Divines and Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtories, and 
Baronius's An- would excced my intended Brevity,I will forbear to ſet down their 
nals, Dr.Saun- names and times of their Reign in the Church of God ; he thar 
ders's Monar- 4eGreth further Satisfaction, may peruſe the Authors bere cited in 


chy; Gene- 
brands Chron. the Margent. 


Stapleton his Defence of Eccleſiaſtical Succeſſion , Bellarm. de Rom.' Pontif, Dy. Harpsf. 
Hiſt, Eccl, Angl. Prudential Ballance ; Three Converſ. Demochares de Inftit, Mil. and 
ro prevent all exception, Mr, Goodwin Preteftant Biſhop of Hereford in his Catalogue of the 
Biſhops of Exzland ſince the firſt planting of Chriſtian Religion in this IMland, which 
tho? begun in, and continued fince the Apoſtles times, to the Reign of Henry the Sth 
amongſt the Engliſh and Britains, yet hath he not there named any known and acknow- 
ledged Proteftant Biſhop, before Thomas Craxmer in the Reign of the ſaid King Henry 
the $th, or noted any Change or Innovation of Religion to Preteftancy, among ſo many 


Biſhops before the time of Cranmer, 


; 50, Briefly ſor the ſpace of 400 years after Chriſt it is granted by 
(w) Whitt. lib. jearned (w) Proteſtants, chat there was no change of Faith in the 


de Antichriſt. Roman Biſhops. 
cont.Saunders, 


p. 35. Reynold. Confer, p. 41. and expre/ly, Calvin Infſtit. lib. 4 cap. 2. ſeR. 3. ſaith, It was 2 
roatter out of all doubt, that from the beginning even until that time, (v:x, of St. Aug, ) 
nothing was changed in Dottrin, &«c, amongſt the Roman Biſhops. 

5 L. Alſo 


| 


to the Faith and Church. I7 


51. Alſo St. Gregory, and St. Auſtin, (a Monk of St. Benedi&; Or- 
der) planted here in England, our now Roman (x) Faith, and Re- [1 5,, ;1;4 
ligion Which neither King nor Biſhop of Canterbury altered, be- oyj/eſed not in 
fore Henry the 8th, and Crammer, as all Hiftories and Monuments 7enera! only , 
of our Country bcar witneſs. but in particu= 
| lar, now con- 
troverted Doftrins by Dr. Humph. 2. Part of Jeſuitiſm, pag. 627. Magdeburg. cent, 6. cap. 
10, col. 448. Oſtand. cent. 6. pag. 29. Bale Catal. Scrip. Brit, cent. 14. pag. 117- 


52. Wherefore the Religion we now profeſs, can be no Inw- 

vation or Change in us, nor the Roman Biſhops, (with whom 

therein we communicate,) ſeeing we are certainly known and 
) acknowledged to have continued 1n what we now profeſs, from [) See before 
is preſent to the time of St. Gregory, that is at the leaſt a thou- immediately , 


ſand years. Numb. 51. 

with Mirginal 
Notes there, which you may find expreſſed at large in the Proteſtant Apology, Tract. r. 
Sef. 1. and Traft. 1, Set. 2. Mr. Nappier ſoith, The Pope and his Clergy poſſeſſed the 
outward viſible Church 1200 years, Upon Revelat. cap. 11. pag. 161. 


53. Conſidering alſo, that four hundred and forty years after 
hrift, (that is unto the time of St. Auguſtin the Great,) the Roman 
Biſhops retgined inviolably the Doctrin received from the Apo- 
files, as before was confeſſed by our Adverſaries, if fince that 
ime. we have revolted and made ſuch Innovation in Faith , as 
Proteſtants do (z) pretend, this great Alteration muſt neceſſarily [,5 777, , 
fall out during the hundred and ſixty years current between Sr. LOB len 


Auguitin and St. Gregory. Law and Goſ- 
pel, Faith and 
Works, Free Will and Grace, Prayers for the Dead, Prayer to Saints, Real Preſence, 


Adoration of the Sacrament, Sacrifice of the Maſs, Books of Scripture, &c. 


4- Now God having placed (a) Watch-men in the Church, 
Biſhops, Paſtors and Teachers, who neither day nor night ſhall ceaſe, («) 1/- 62. v. 6. 
or be filent, but ſhall (5) refiſt all Falſe Do&trin, even with open 1 have {et 
Reprehenfion ; and ſeeing furthermore that this (:) reſiſtance hath => conn 
in all = accordingly made, even to Errors and Hereſfies O vom 
of leſs note: Heretical Impiety, faith St. Leo, conld never ſo lie hid, but iP rye ' : 
that it was by our Holy Fathers both obſerved and legally condemned. Serm. aa. og 
cont. Eutych. their peace, 
day nor night. 


(5) Dy. Fulk, Anſwer to a Counterfeit Catholic, pag. 11.92. (c) In clear proof hereof, 


Hereſes, St. Auguſtin and Philaſt. their Catalogues of Hereſies, Genebrand, Gualter, Pra: e- 
olus, Arnoldu, Pontac. Chronology, &c. : 


55+ Theſe things (I fay) ſuppoſed ow duly conſidered if any 


ſuch 


ſee the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories and ancient Fathers, St. Irenew and Epiphaniwe adverius , 
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18 A Short and Plain Way 


ſuch Change or Alteration had been made by any of the Roman 

Biſhops duringtheſe Hundred and ſixty years (only Queſtionable.) 
(d) For it was then (4) aſſuredly ſome other Biſhops, Paſtors and Teachers woulc 
exprelly io have (-) noted them, ſome Council or Synod, Provincial, Nati- 
commanded qgna1 gr Oecumenical would have condemned them, and refuſed 
by St. Paul, their Communion, 
17im, c.6,v. SN 
4A. 5. and perpetually obſerved in the Church (e) as they did in or immediately before 
the ſpace queſtioned: The denial of Prayer and Sacritice for the Dead in Aerim cen- 
ſured by St. Auznſim Hereſ, 53. and Epiphanizs Hereſ. 75, Honor of Relidts in Yigilen- 
114, cenſured by St. Feron: cont. Vigilant. Equality of Merits in Zovinian, by St. Hier. 
cont. Jovin. Denial of the lawful uſe of Images in Zenaias. See Nicophor, Hiſt. Ecclef, lib, 
36. cap. 27. Denial of Free Will in the Menichees, condemned by St. Hierom, lib adverl. 
Pelag. Denial of the Necelilty of Childrens Baptiſm, in the Pelagians by Innecenti in 
the Reſcript ad Concil, Milevit, © c. 


56. Whereas even during that mean ſpace before mentioned, 
the Roman Biſhops were not my not impeached or oppoſed for 
any ſuch Change, or Innovation, but on the contrary the Biſhops, 
both in the Eattern and Weſtern Church, did communicate with 
them as with St. Leo the Great, the Council of Chalcedon, and ſo 
with Hormiſda , Hillary » Damaſus, Innocentins, pc. the moſt e- 
minent Churches of the Chriſtian World, as is put beyond 
diſpute by the Writers and Fathers of that Time. Sec Baroniw 
his Angals of thoſe Hundred and fixty years queſtionable. Where- 
fore doubtleſs no Change or Innoyation was made be: by the 
Roman Biſhops, and ſo our Faith is concluded by perpetual Con- 
tinuance one and the ſame with that of the precedent Ages, efpe- 
cially conſidering, that Mr. Nappier, upon the Revelations, cap. 11, 
pag. I61. acknowledgeth, that our Religion and Clergy reigned uni- 
wver{ally, even 1200 years, without any debateable contradiftion, that is, 
fixty years within that compals of time beforementioned, where- 

(f) See before if learned Proteſtants acknowledge the Faith and Doctrin plant- 
Numb. 51, in ©d by the Apoſtles,. to have remained in the Church of Rome with- 
the Margent, out Change, Seba#t. Franc. before alledged, Numb. 37. alloweth 
( g) St.Gregory 1400. YEAars. 

inReg lib,2. Laſtly. The Religion we now profeſs, is the ſame with tha, 
Epiſt.30, Indic. which St. Aug«ftin (4a Monk of St. Benedifts Order) planted here in 
1, St Bede Hiſt. (F) England, and confirmed by (;) Miracles. Now (kh) Auſtin dit- 
Angl. lib. 2. C. fered not in ſubſtantial Points from the ancient Brirains, (unleſs 
2, andc.3. you will ſay the difference, in obſerving the Feaſt of Eater , 
(b) Mr. Speed, was a ſubſtantial Point, where till the Proteſtants acknowledge 


ly in Ceremo- 
nies they diſſented, (viz, Auſtin ad the Britains.) Fox, Atts and Mon. p. 463. ſaith, The 
Britains never forſook their Faith for any falſe Preaching or Torment. See alſo Fulk Coun- 
ierf, Catho p. 44. Barlow, Defenſ, of Proteſt, Art. p. 21, Bale /# Pageant of Popes. | p 
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to the Faith and Church. 


received from the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt : ours there- 
fore in ſubſtantial Points, is the ame with the Doctrin of the A- 
poſtles, Holy, Catholic, Apoftolic. 

Wherefore be pleaſed to take into your conſideration the la- 
mentable and moſt dangerous eftate wherein you now re- 
main out of Communion with Gods Church, and in Corab's con- 
dition. Suffer not your ſelf to be deluded with thoſe fal'e per- 
nicious Opinions, viz. that Errors not directly oppoſite to the 
Ground of Faith , cannot ſeparate you from the true Church ; 
or that Proteſtants differ not from Roman Gatholics in funda- 
mental Points of Religion, 

All Errors againſt Faith are damnable, if either your ſelf do, or 
conſent to thoſe who do maintain them (5) obſtinately againſt (7) They who 
the true Church. See Avg. Enarr. in Pſal. 130. * inthe Church 

| of Chriſt, ſaith 

St. Auguſt. do maintain any unſound or wicked Dodrin, and admoniſhed to believe a- 
right, do notwithſtanding contumaciouſlly reſiſt, and will not amend their peſtiferqus 
and wicked Opinions, but perſiſt to detend them, they are Heretics, Sr. Auguſt. de 
Civit. Dei, lib. 18. cap. 51. | Adedged alſo to thit purpoſe by St. Thomas, Prince of Divines, 
ta, 2ds, Queſt. 11, Art, 2. Seft. ſed cont. Alſo Dr. Cowell a learned Proteflant affirmeth, 
that they are Heretics, who painſay ſome Articles of our Faith, "Cowell Examin. p. 199. 
And oblerve, that he requites not the Article to be fundamental ; but ſome or any Ar- 
ticle of our Faith. 


For God is equally true in the (+) /eoft and greateſt Myfteries (41 a11 a+; 
of our Faith which herevealeth, and by his Church (1) propound- "rn 
eth ro our Belief, in the pertinacious denyal whereof, Hersſie, yeal'd by God, 
as before we declared, doth properly confift, and who de» 
nyeth obſti- 

nately the leaft, doth not believe, that to be true which God revealeth, and ſo loſeth 
his Faith , which is grounded on this, that whatſoever God revealetk, and by his 
Church propoundeth to our Belief, we ought undoubtedly to embrace ; 4 little Leaven, 
faith the Apoſtle, leaveneth, or corrupteth, the whole Lump, 1 Cor. c. 5. v. 6. and Gal. 
5. v, 20, numbering Schiſms ad Sets of Herefies, amongſt the Works of the Fleſh, 
he concludeth, ahat they who ao ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, with 
ont exception of great or ſmall Herefie. Which Truth is yet further acknowledged 
by Luther. himſelt, expreſly affirming, that to deny God in one Article, i to deny him 
in all, for he us not divided into many, but he # all in every one, and one in all, Luther, 
Tom: 7. contra Sacram. (1) Propounderh by his Church, & c. For God hath ordained his 
Church, as the means whereby he propoundeth dis Word, the proper Obje& of our 
Faith, and therefore tho* Turks and Fews believe one God, yet becauſe they do not 
believe, that Truth for the Authority of God fo propounding it by his Church, they 
have not therein true ſupernatural Faith. TI, faith St. Auguſtin, would not believe the 
Goſpel, if the eAuthority of the Catholic Church did not move -me thereusto. Auguſt, cons 
tra Epiſt, Fundam. 
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[. 
A Short and Plain Way 
(Gm) For Ex- And therefore in the Apoſtolic and Primitive Times (»m) ma- 
ample, Simon 2Y Were condemned as Heretics , _ their Errors were nc 
Magus was direftly "”— , to the Ground and Foundation of Religion , 
condemned that is, ief in the Bleſſed Trinity, and Chriſt the Mediator. 
bythe Apcftles 
for holding, that Spiritual Gifts may be bought with . Att 8.4.20. The Nicholaite; 
for Teaching, That it wes lawful to eat of Meats ſacrificed to Idols, and to commit 
Fornication, Revel. chap. 2. verſ. 15. Alſo thoſe whom St, Paul charged with the 
Dotirin of Devils, for preſcribing to abſtain from ſome Meats, as unclean, and from 
Marriage , as unlawful, 1 Tim. chap. 4. werſ. 1, 2,3, 4» 5- Inlike fort the Chiliafts, 
who Taught, that the Saints ſhould reign on Earth with Chriſt a Thouſand- Years 
aſter the Reſurreftion, Eu/eb, lib. 3. Hiſt. Ecclef. cap. 39. the Quarro-decimans, who held, 
that Eafter-day ought to be kept the Fourteenth day of the Moon, Aug. Here, 19. 
with innumerable others, as the Helvidians, Fovinians, Vigilantians, Aquarians, Do- 
natiſts, &c. And the Reaſon is evident, for as one Att of Fornication, with any who» 
ſoever depriveth a Man of Chaſtity, one Act of Stealing depriveth him of Juſtice, &«c. 
So an Att of Herefie, again any Article of Faith, depriveth a Man of the tupernatural 
Gift of Faith, as I aid before. 


Now , that Protefiants differ from us in Fundamental Points 
of Religion, is a matter ſo manifeſt, that I wonder any- Man, 
knowing and believing the Common Grounds of Chriſtianity, 

(nj We hold £42 reſt doubtful thereof , for we differ almoſt contradictorily, 
Traditions of in the (») Rule of Faith, Books of Scriprure, Number and Na- 
the Word of ture of Sacraments, Poſlibility of keeping the Commandments 
God unwrit- of God, and the external Sacrifice , and proper Prieft-hood of 
ten to belong the Church, &c. 

to the Rule of | 

Faith; they rejef them : We believe as Canonical Scxipture the Books of Wiſdom, Eccle- 
ſfafticu, Toby, Fudith, two firſt of Maccabees, which Proteſtants deny ; We hold ſe- 
ven Sacraments, they but two z; We believe, that Chriſt in Spirit deſcended into 
Hell, which Article is denyed, and writ agua by chief Proteſtants; See Wille 
his Limbe-Maſfiix, We believe by the Article Of tbe Cathelic Church , that Church 
which is in Gommuion of Faith, with the Biſhop of Reme, but they hold. the Ro- 
man Church Auti-Chriftian ; We belieye the Remiſton of Sins, by the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, and Penance; they by Faith alone z-We hold the Commandments, by the 
help of Gods's Grace, may and haye been kept; they hold they cannot. Calvin. lib, 2. 
Inftit. cap. 7. Numb. 15. Antidot. Conc. Trident. Seff. 6. cap. 2. 


{o) As Deny= .; Moreover Proteſtants maintain ſundry Herefies (5) condemned in 
al of Prayer *he primitive Church and former Ages; wherefore by the Verdict 
and Sactifice Of ancient Fathers (p) (before alledged to that purpoſe) remaining 
for the Dead, obſtinately therein, they are out of Communion with the True 
accounted asa Church of God, and conſequently cannot arriveto Salyation, ex- 
Herefie in Ae- Cept they repent of thoſe, and other their Errors, 

r:4 by St. Aus 

guſtin, Hereſ. 53. Epiphan, Hzreſ. 75, The Denyal of Prayer to. Saints, and Vene- 


ration of Relics, with /igilantiw , condemned by St. Hierom. contra han (> =_ 
hoy enya 


to the Faith and Church. 


Nenyal of Honor to Images, with Xenaiar. See Nicephoy. Hiſt. Eccle. lib. 16, cap. 27. 
Denyal of Free Will, condemned in the Manichees by St. Hierom. Prem. libr. contta 
Pelag. St. Auguſt. de Fide contra Manich. - Denyal of the Neceſlity of Childrens Ba- 
ptiſm, with the Pelagians; See Innocent Reſcript. ad Concil. Milviten. St, Auguſt, 

Gul Pelag lib.2. cap. 7. Denyal of Reſeryation of the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, with the Anthropemorphites, See St. Cyril ad Caloſyr. Confeſſed by Pe- 
ter Martyr, againſt Gardmer Obje9Q. 217. The Denyal of vowed Chaſtity, with Fo- 
wviniang Hierom, contra Fovin. Denyal of perpetual Viſibility of the Church, and the 
continuance thereof, with the Donetiſts ; Aug. de Unitat, Eccleſ. cap, 12.Epiſt, 190, &c. 


Hare, $8. & contra 


(p) See Numb. 43, 44+ 45» 46-4748. 


Hearken therefore to the Holy Ghoſt ſtriftly commanding 
you under pain of Gods Wrath, to ſeparate your ſelf from He- 
retical Aſſemblies, and all Participation of their Doctrin or pre- 
tended Worſhip, Come not ye unto Galgal, neither go up to Betha- 
yen, (places where Schiſmatical Sacrifices were offered) Hoſ. 4. 
wv. 15. Come out of Babylon, my People, that ye be not Partakers of 
her Sin, and that ye receive not of her Plagues, Revel. 18. 4. Alſo, 
Rom. 16. v. 17. Thbeſeech you, my Brethren, mark them diligently, 
which cauſe Diviſions ( or Schiſm) and Offences (Scandals) contrary to 
the Doftrin which you have learned, and avoid them. 2 Theſf. c. 3. 
V. 6. We command you, Brethren, in the Name of our Lord Feſus 
Chrifl, that you withdraw your ſelves from every Brother who walketh 
diſorderly , and not after the Tradition (or DoEtrin) which he receiu= 


- 6d of ur, Alſo, 1 Tim. Cap. 6. ver. 3, 4, 5s 6. If any man teach 


otherwiſe , and conſent not to wholeſom Fords , even the Words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doftrin which is according to Godlineſi, &c. 
From ſuch withiraw thy ſelf. In like manner, Tit. c. 3. v. 10. 4 
M4 that is an Heretic, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, rejeFt : 
Devita, avoid, knowing , that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and 
finneth , being condemned of himſelf : Proprio- Judicio, by his own 
Judgment. But moſt expreſly , 2 Cor. cap. 6. v. 14, &c. What 
Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs > What Communi- 
on bath Light with Darkneſs * And what Concord hath Chrift with 
Belial > Or what part bath he that believath with the Infidel ? 
And what agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols? For ye 
are the Temple of the Living God, &c. Wherefore, come out from a- 
wong them, and ſeparate your ſelves, ſaith the Lord, &CC. and TI will 
receive you. Thus far that blefſed Apoſtle, who though he ſpake 
immediately of Heatheniſh Idolatry , yet his Words are to be 
underſtood alſo of Schiſm and Herefie, Which all Men confeſs to 
be Spiritual Idolatry, worſhiping that for Divine , which in it 
ſelf is falſe, and the Ido! of their own Imaglnations , ſo ex- 
preſly doth St. Hierom affirm upon Ezekiel Cc. &. Hof. &. 11. Ja- 
chary 1 3: Dan. 5. And St. Aug. upon Foſua C. 27. 

Ponder, I beleech you, with mature deliberation, that dread- 


ful Judgment of God againſt Corb , Dathan and Abiram. who Numb. 16. 


worſhip- 


\ 
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"worſhiped the ame God with Moſes, and diſſented not from 
him in fundamental Points of Faith and Religion, but only by 
Schiſm and Uſurpation role up againſt him and Aarn, taking 
upon them without Lawtul |Calling the Office of Prieſt- 
hood, as from what has been faid you cannot but haye rea- 
| fonto fear, if not perfetly convinced, the Minifters do with 
(q) That Pro- whom you (4) communicate. - 
het Mini- 
ſters are with- 
out all Lawfal Calling ; See at large Champhrey his Book of Vocation of Miniſters ; 
Prud, Ball. lib. 2. cap. 10. Harding his Detc&Qion of Fewel, Title of Succeſſion ; Sec 
alſo before from Numb. 3o, to 40, For if they claim Extraordinary Vocation : Let 
them ſhew us their Miracles in proof thereof; if Ordizary, let them name fo muah 
as one Proteftant Biſhop before Cranmer , from whom they can deriye it: And 
our Biſhops neither did, nor could give them caquy to Miniſtea the Proteftan; 
Word and Sdcaments, for they neyer did receive any ſuch Power from their Pre. 
deceſlors, 


. And yet God expreſly ſaith to his People, Numbers 16. v. 
21. V. 3. Separate your ſelves from amidii the Congregation, that 1 
may conſume them in a moment. And v. 24. Get ye up from about 
the Tabernacle of Corah, Dathan and Abiram. Alſo, v. 26. De- 
part from the Tents of theſe wicked Men, leſt ye be conſumed in all 
their Sins. And that none might conceive the Offence of Com- 
munion with Schiſmatics and Heretics to be ſmall, and not re- 
gardable, he poured out his Indignation upon them, for an ex- 
ample and dreadful warning to all in like caſe ; for as the Text 
faith, v. ZI. The ground clave aſunder, that was under them, and the 
Earth opened her Mouth and ſwallowed them up , and their Families, 
and all their Men that were with them, and all thiir Goedi, And 
yerl. 35. There came out a Fire from the Lord, -and conſumed the Two 
Hundred and Fifty Men that offered Incenſe. Yea the morrow fol- 
lowing, when the People murmured agnin{t Moſes for the ſevere 
Puniſhmeng of theſe Schiſmatics, the Wrath and Plague of God 
light amongſt them, and there died Fourteen T d and Se- 
ven Hundred, befides them that periſhed with Corah, werſ. 49. 
Furthermore, that none might think this Puniſhment to have 
been in regard of theſe Schiſmatics alone, read in the ſame place, 
werſ. 38, 39, and 40. where God ordained a pag Remem- 
brance thereof to remain at the Altar , as a dreadful Memorial 
from Generation to Generation, to the end that others warned 
thereby may beware of Schiſm , and participation with Schiſ- 
matics, much more of Communion with Heritics. 

Give me leave therefore once again to entreat, nay to impor- 
tune you by the tender Mercies of God, and that precious Blood, 
the Price of our Redemption, no longer to delay, but haſten oug 

of 
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of Babylon, and return ſpeedily to the Bolom of Gads Church. 
Let the Scandalous. Lives of few (whether in former or 
in theſe preſent times) baniſh you from Communion with the 
true Catholic Church, out of which your Soul cannot be ſafe : 
rather take into conſideration, that in Heaven alſo there was a 
Lucifer, with millions of Angels his Complices ; in Paradiſe 
but one Precept for two, and both Tranſgreflors; in the Ark of 
Neah Creatures clean and uncican 3 with 4bel a Cain, a Cham with 
Sem ; With Jacoban E/a ; and among Twelve elected by Chriſt, 
one (as Truth it (elf affirmed) (r) was + Devil, In which reſpect 


Fiſh ; a Hewſe in which as there are Veſſels of Gold and Silver ; 
{0 are there others of Wood and Earth ; with Five wiſe Virgins, 
as many foolih ; and at the Marriage Feaſt ſome without their 
Nuptial Garments of Charity ; and our Saviour himſelf, to take 
off the Calumny from his Church, for defects in ſome of his 
Paſtors, expreſly denounceth their Authority, and exacteth obe- 
dience thereunto, though their Living be not conformable to 
their Do@trin, Matth. 23. verſ. 1. Upon the Chair of Moſes ſit the 
Scribes and Phariſees ; therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that ob-= 


ſerve and do,. but do not after their works, for they ſay, and do not. In ; 
that Order of Biſhops ( ſaith St. Aug. of the Roman See) albeit - Avg. Epiſt, 
ſome udas. albeit ſome Traytor ſhould enter, yet ſhould ir no- 3 


thing prejudice the Church, and innocent Chriſtians, for whom 
our Lord providing ſaid , what they preſcribe you do, but do 
not according their works. 

Haften therefore, Worthy Sir, and hearken to the Wiſdom 


of God, adviſing you to cut off delays (:) and run whilſt the (+) Joh. 12.45; 


Light of Life ſerveth, left the Darkneſs of Night overtake you, 


23 


(+) 1Jok. 6 7. 
ia the Goſpel, Chriſts Church is. compared to (/) a Fie/d, pro-(/) Marth-13, 


ducing Corn with Tares, to a Nee comprehending and evil'+, _—_ 


(%) for Night will come y. when no Man can work. There is always (s) Joh. 9, 


danger in delay; and in buſineſs of this Nature, the greateſt ; 
for Cuſtom of Sin thereby will grow ſtrong, our Forces weak ; 
old Diſeaſes. are hardly cured, new Impediments daily increaſe, 
Life decreaſeth and Death approacheth with a dreadful accomprt 
and Gods Indignation. 


Entertain therefore, Dear Sir, while you have time and op- 
portunity, that wholeſome Counſel of the Holy Ghoſt admo- 


niſhing not to (w) delay your Converſion ts God, nor to defer it from (w)Eceleſ. 5.8, 
day to day, for his Wrath will come upon a ſudden, and in time of Re- * 


wenge he will defiroy you. And left you ſhould imagin, this time 


further off, he proclaimeth to us (x) all ; the day of Deſtruction (+) Deut. 32. 


is near at hand, and times make haſt to be preſent ; wherefore 


mercifully and lovingly he inviteth (y) us :o ſeek God while he may ( y) Apoc. 3: 


be found, and call upon kim while he is near, otherwiſe he that now 
(tand- 


- OE ———— —— wx - <_— 


24 A Short and Plain Way 

(z)Proy. 1. 24+ /fandeth at the door (x) of our Heart, knocking With ſo man 

25,26, Inſpirations, will at length through our obduration be Ay 4 
ſay, (as he doth by Solomon) I called, and ye refuſed ; I flretched out 
my hands, and there was none that regarded ; you have deſpiſed all my 
Counſels, and have negleFled my Reprehenſions: I will langh in your de- 
fruftion, and will ſcorn when thas ſhall come upon you which you feared, 
when ſudden Calamities ſhall ruſh upon you, and DeftruAtion as a Tempeft 
ſhall be at hand, then ſhall they invocate me , and I will not hear, in 
the morning they ſhall riſe, and ſhall not find me ; for they have hated 
Diſcipline, and have not received the Fear of the Lord: therefors ſhall 
they eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own device; : 
the averſion of little ones ſhall kill them, and the proſperity of Fools ſhall 
defiroy them: but be that feareth me ſhall reſt without terror, and enjoy 
abundance without fear of Evil. Hear him therefore now and ob- 
| — Commandments, that you may poſſeſs him in time and 

ternity. 


ACIIDEISIEMMSCEStT | 


(25) 
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Copies of two Papers written by the late King Charles Il. 
of Bleſſed Memory. 


The firſt Paper. | 


HE Diſcourſe we had the other Day, I hope ſatisfied 

you in the main, 7hat Chrift can have but one Church 

here upon Earth ; and I believe that it is as viſible, as 
hat the Scripture is in Print, That none can be that Church, but 
at which is called the Roman Catholic Church. I think you nced 

Xt trouble your ſelf with the entring into that Ocean of parti- 

lar Diſputes, when the main, and in truth, the only Queſtion 
, Where that Church is, which we profeſs to believe inthe two 

ceds? We declarethere to believe one Catholic and Apoſtolic 

hurch; and it is notleft to every Phantaſtical Mars head to f 
helieve as he pleaſes, but ro the Church, ro whom Chriſt left the if 
Power upon Earth to govern us in matters of Faith, who made i 


eſe Creeds for our DireCtions. It were a very irrational thing if 
o make Lawsfor a Country, and leave it to the Inhabitants te | 
he the Interpreters and Judges of thoſe Laws : For then every 4 
' 


an will be his own Judge, and by conſequence no ſuch thing j 
2s either Right or Wrong. Can we therefore ſuppoſe that God 
Imighty would leave us at thoſe Uncertainties, as to give us a [ 
Rule to go by, and leave every Man to be his own Judge? I }| 
do ask any ingenuous Man, whether ir be nor theſame thing ro - j 
ollow our own Pl ancy, ' cr to Interpret the Scripture - by 
t.? IT would have any Man ſhew me, where the Power of | 
deciding matters of Faith is given ro every -particular Man, i 
hriſt left his Power to his Church even to forgive Sins in Hea- | | 
en, and lcit his Spirit with them, which they exerciſed after his q 
ReſurreCtion: Firſt by his Apoſlles in their Creeds, and many þ 
| E Years 


(26) 
Years after by the Council at Nzce, where that Creed was made 
that is called by that Name: And by the Power which they had 
received from Chriſt, they were the Judges even of the Scrip-W 
ture it ſelf, many years after the' Apoltles, which Books' were 
Canonical and which were not. And if they had this Power 
then, I deſire to know how they came to loſe it,and by what Au- 
thority Men ſeparate themſelves from that Church ? The only 
Pretence I ever heard of, was, becauſe the Church has failed i 
wreſtling and interpreting the Scripture contrary to the true 
Senſe and meaning of it, and that they have impoſed Articles ol 
Faith upon us, which are not to be warranted by God's Word. 
I do defire tro know who is to be Judge of chat, wherher the 
whole Church, the Succeſſion whereof has continued to this 
Day without interruption ; or particular Men, who have raiſed 
Schiſms for their own Advantage ? 

This u a true Copy of a Paper I found in the late King my Bri 

thers Strong Box, written in his own Hand. ). R., 


—_—. 


The Second Paper. 


T is a fad thing to conſider, what a World of FZerefies arc 
[| crept into this Nation ; every Man thinks himſelf as co 
petent a Judge of the Scriptures, as the very Apoſtles the 
ſelves ; and 'tis no wonder that it ſhould be fo, fince that par 
of the Nation which looks moſt like a Church, dares not bring 
the true Arguments againſt the other SeQts, for fear they ſhoulc 
be turn'd againſt themſelves, and confuted by their own Argu 
ments. The Church of Exg/axd 'as it is cald) would fain hav: 
it thought, They are the Judges in matters Spiritual, and ye 
dare not ſay poſitively there is no Appeal from Them : For ci 
ther they muſt ſay, that They are Infallible (which they canno 
pretend to) or confeſs, That what they decide in matters of Con 
ſcience,. is no farther to be followed than.it agrees with _ 
an' 


(27) 
Man's private Judgment. If Chriſt did leavea Church herewup- 
on Earth,and we were all once of that Church; How and by what 
Authority, did we ſeparate from that Church 2 If the Power of 
JInterpreting of Scripture be in every Man's Brain, what need 
have We of a Church or Church men? To what purpoſe then 
did our Saviour, after he had given his Apoſtles power to bind 
and looſe in Heaven and Earth, add.to it, That he would be with 
Them even to the End of the World > Theſe Words were not 
ſpoken Parabolica!ly or by way of Figure : Chriſt was then A- 
ſcending into his G:ory, and /eft hs Power with his Church even 
to the End of the World, We have had theſe Hundred years 
paſt, the ſad cffe&ts of denying to the Church that Power in 
matters Spiritual, without an Appeal. What Country can ſub- 
ſiſt in peace or quiet, where there is not a Supreme Judge, from 
whence there can beno Appeal 2 Can there be any Juſtice done 
where the Offenders are their own Judges, and equal Interpre- 
ters of the Law, with thoſe, who are appointed to adminiſter Ju- 
ſtice? This is our caſe here in Zxg/and in matters Spiritual : For 
the Proteſtants are not of the Church of Exg/and, as 'tis the true 
— | Church from whence there can be no Appeal, but becauſe the 
Diſcipline of that Church is conformable at that preſent to their 
Phancies, which as ſoon as it ſhall contradiCt or vary from, They 

5 ard) are ready to embrace or join with the next Congregation of Peo- 
com] ple, whoſe Diſcipline or Worſhip agrees with their own Opinion 
hem at that time ; fo that according te.this Dotrin, there isnoother 
Church, nor Interpreter of Scripture, but that which lies in eve- 
ry Mans giddy Brain. Idefire to know therefore of every ſerious 
Conſiderer of theſe things, whether the great Work of our Sal- 
yation _ to depend upon ſuch a fandy Foundation as this ? 
Did Chriſt ever fay ro the Civil Magiſtrates (much lefs to the 
People) That Fe would be with Them to the End of the World > 
Or did he give Them the Power to forgive Sins ? St. Paul tells 
the Corinthians, Te are Gods Hubandry, Te are Gods Building, We 
are Laborers with God, This ſhews who are the Laborers, and 


E 2 who 
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' the other ſide, that thoſe who Reſiſt the Truth, and will not ſub. 


(28) 
who are the Husbandry, and Building? And in this whole Chap 
ter, and in the preceding one, St. Paul takes preat pains to ſe 
forth, that They, (the Clergy) have the Spirit of God, without whic 
no May ſearches the deep things of God. And he concludes the 
Chapter with this Verſe, For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, that he might inflruft him > But we have the mind of Chrift 
Now it we but conſider in human Probability and Reaſon, the 
Powers Chriſt leaves to his Church in the Goſpel, and St. Paw WM 
explains ſo diſtin&tly afterwards ; we cannot think that our Sa 
viour faid all theſe things to no purpoſe : And pray conſider on 


mit to his Church, draw their Arguments from Implications, and 
far ferch'd Interpretations, at the ſame time that they deny plair. 
and poſitive Words; which is'ſo great a Diſ-ingenuity, as 'tisnot 
almoſt to be thought, that they can believe themſelves. Is there 
any other Foundation of the Proteſtant Church, bur that, if the 
Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, He may call ſuch of the Clergy as he 
thinks fit for his turn ar that time, and turn the Church either 
to Presbytery, Independency, or indeed what he pleaſes 2 This 
was the Way of our pretended Reformation here in Eng land. 
And by the fame Rule and Authority it may- be alter'd into as 
many more Shapes and Forms as thereare Fancies in Mens Heads. 


This u a true Copy. ]).R. 


(29) 


A Brief Account of particulars occurring at the bappy 
Death of our late Sovereign. Lord King CnarLes I. 
in regard to-Religion ; faithfully related by bis then 
Aſsiſtant, Mr John Audleſton. 


UF: Thurſday the Fifth. of February, 1685. Between Se- : 


ven and Eight a Clock in the Evening, I was ſent for 

in haſt ro the Queens Back ſtairs at Whitehall, and de- 
fired to bring with me all things neceſſary tor a dying Perſon. 
Accordingly I came, and was order'd not to ſtir from thence till 
further notice ; being thus obliged to wair, and-not having had 
time to bring along with me the Moſt Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, I was in ſome Anxiety how to procure it: In this conjun- 
ture (the Divine Providenceſo diſpoſing) Father Bento de Lemos 
a Portugez came thither, and underſtanding the circumſtance I 
was in, readily profer'd himſelf. ro go to St. James's and bring 
the Moſt Holy Sacrament along with him. 

Soon aſter his departure I wascalPd into the Kings Bed Cham- 
ber, where approaching to the Bed ſide, and Kneeling down, I 
in brief preſented his Majeſty with what ſervice I could perform 
for God's honor, and the happineſs of his Soul at this laſt Mo. 
ment on which Eternity depends.. The King then declared him- 
ſelf, That he deſired ro dic in the Faith and Communion of the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church, That he was moſt heartily ſorry 
for all the Sins of his life paſt, and particularly. for that he hid 
deferred his Reconciliation ſo long ; That through the Merits of 
Chriſt's Paſſion he hoped for Salvation, That he was in Charity 
With all the World ; that with all his heart he Pardon'd his Ene- 
mies and deſired Pardon of all thoſe whom he had any wiſe of- 


tended, and that if ir pleaſed God to ſpare him longer Life, he. 


would amend ir, deteſting all Stn.. 
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(39) 
' I then advertis'd His Majeſty of the benefit and neceſſity of 


- the Sacrament.of Penance, which advertiſement the King moſt 


willingly embracing, made an exact Confeſſion of his whole Life 
with exceeding CompunCtion and Tenderneſs of Heart, which 
ended, I deſired him, in farther ſign of Repentance and true ſor- 
row for his Sins,to fay with me this little ſhort At of Contrition. 

O my Lord. God, with my whole Heart and Soul I deteſt all 
the Sins of my Life paſt for the Love of Thee, whom I love a- 
bove all things, and I firmly purpoſe by thy Holy Grace never 
to offend thee no more, Amex Sweet Jeſus, Amen. Into thy 
hands ſweet Jeſus I commend my Soul, Mercy, ſweet Jeſus, 
Mercy. This he pronounced with a clear and audible voice, 
which done, and his Sacramental Penance admitted, I gave him 
Abſolution. 

After ſome time thus ſpent, I asked His Majeſty, it he did not 
alſo deſire to have the other Sacraments of the Holy Church ad- 
miniſtred ro him ? 'He replyed, by all means, I deſire to be par- 
taker of all the helps and ſuccours neceſſary and expedient tor a 
CatholicChriſtian in my condition. I added, and doth not your 
Majeſty alſo deſire to Receive the Pretious Body and Blood of 
our dear Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in the Moſt Holy Sacrament of 
the Euchariſt > His Anſwer was this : If I am worthy, pray fail 
not to let me have it. I then told him, it would be brought to 
him very ſpeedily and defired his Majeſty, that in the interimhe 
would give me leave to proceed to the Sacrament of Extreme 
Un&tion, he replyed with all my Heart ; I then anointed him, 
which as ſoon as perform'd I was called to the Door, whither the 
bleſſed Sacrament was now brought and delivered to me. 

Then returning to the King,I entreated His Majeſty, that he 
would prepare and diſpoſe himſelf to receive. At which the King 
raiſing up himſelf, ſaid, let me meet my Heavenly Lord in a ber: 
ter poſture than in my Bed. But I humbly begg'd His Majeſty 
to repoſe himſelf : God Almighty who ſaw his Heart would ac- 
cept of his good intention. King then having again gow 

re 
| 
| 


(31) 
ted the forementioned At of Contrition with me, he received 
the Moſt Holy Sm—_ for his Viaricum'with' all the Sym- 
ptoms'of Devotion/ imaginable. The Communion being enced 
I Read the uſual Prayers; rermed' the Recommendation of the 
Soul, appointed by the Church for Catholics in his condition. 
After which the King defired the' AQ of Contrition: O my Lord 
God, &c. to be repeated, this done, tor his laſt Spiritual encou- 
ragement I ſaid. 

Your Majeſty hath now received the Comfort and Benefit of 
all the Sacraments,that a good Chriſtian'(ready to depart out of 
this World) can have or defire. Now it reſts only, That you 
think upon the Deathand Pafſionof our Dear Saviour Jefus Chriſt 
of which Iſpreſent unto you this Figure (ſhewing him a Crucifix) 
lift up therefore the Eyes of your Soul and repreſent to your- 
ſelt your ſweet Saviour here Crucified : Bowing down his Head 
to Kiſs you : His Arms ſtretched out ro Embrace you : His Bo- 
dy and Membersall Bloody and Pale with Death to Redeem you: 
And as you fee him Dead and fixed upon the Croſs for-your Re- 
demption; So have his Remembrance fixed and freſh in your- 
Heart : beſeech him with all Humitiry, that his moſt precious . 
Blood oy not be ſhed in vain for you : And that ir will pleaſe 
him by the Merits of his bitter Death and Paflion to pardon and 
forgive you all your Offences, and finally to receive your Soul 
into his bleſſed Hands, and when it ſhall pleaſe him to take it- 
out of this Tranfitory World, to grant you a joyſul Reſurre&tion 
and an Eternal Crown of Glory in the next. In the Name of: 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Amey.. 

So Recommending His Majeſty on my Knees, with all the 
Tranſport of Devotion I was able, to the Divine Mercy and Pro-. 
tection I withdrew out of the Chamber. 

In Teſtimony of all which I have hereunto ſubſcribed my. 
Name. 


70. HUDLESTON. 
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